
Prelude……………………………………………………………………………………..Music Ministry 
 

 

 

Doxology       Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Call to Worship…….……………………………………………….................Pastor Ronald D. Sterling 

 

Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, And His praise in the assembly of saints. Let Israel rejoice 

in their Maker; Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
   
Let them praise His name with the dance; Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp. 

For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble with salvation. 
 

Let the saints be joyful in glory; Let them sing aloud on their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their 

mouth… This honor have all His saints. Praise the Lord! 

 

The Hymn of Celebration…………………………………………………...”Come By Here, My Lord” 

 

Invocation………………………………………………………………………..Rev. Laurel J. Thornton 

 

Choral Response- Hallelu, Hallelujah 

 

Scripture……………………………………………………………………….Rev. Charles Marie Davis 

James 3:1-12 (NRSV) 

 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will 

be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in 

speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of 

horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that 

it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 

pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set 

ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of 
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iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every 

species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 

species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord 

and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come 

blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the 

same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a 

grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 

Summary of the Decalogue 

 

Preface to the Decalogue From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
    Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land by every tongue. 
  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, "Thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 

soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou 

shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments, hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 

Gloria Patri   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
  As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be; world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Pastor’s Words 

 

Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent) 

 

Sermonic Selection 
 

Preached Word……………………………………………………………...Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling 
 

 

Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Doxology       Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
      Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

  

Benediction………………………………………………………………………………...Pastor Sterling 
 



 


