
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude…………………………………………………………………………………….Music Ministry 
 

 

 

Doxology       Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise  Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

Call to Worship…….………………………………………………………….Pastor Ronald D. Sterling 

Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my meditation. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and 

my God: for unto thee will I pray.  

 

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and 

will look up…  

 

As for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward 

thy holy temple.  

 

Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face.  
 

But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest 

them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee. For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with 

favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield. 

The Hymn of……………………………………………………………………….Sister Juana Faye Hill  

“I Am Thine O Lord” 
 

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice, And it told Thy love to me; 

But I long to rise in the arms of faith And be closer drawn to Thee. 

 

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, the Holy Spirit Our Comforter, Humankind Ou r Family 

Saint John 
A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  

 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor 
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Refrain: 

 

Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord, To the cross where Thou hast died; 

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord, To Thy precious, bleeding side. 

 

Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord, By the pow’r of grace divine; 

Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, And my will be lost in Thine. 

 

Oh, the pure delight of a single hour That before Thy throne I spend, 

When I kneel in prayer, and with Thee, my God I commune as friend with friend! 

 

There are depths of love that I cannot know Till I cross the narrow sea; 

There are heights of joy that I may not reach Till I rest in peace with Thee. 

 

Invocation……………………………………………………………………...Rev. Charles Marie Davis 

 

Choral Response…………………………………………………………………..”Lead Me, Guide Me” 

 

Lead me, guide me along the way, For if you lead me I cannot stray. 

Lord let me walk each day with Thee. Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 

 
Scripture…………………………………………………………………………Rev. Laurel J. Thornton 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a (NRSV) 

 

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with 

gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 

boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 

devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every 

kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for 

those who make peace. Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 

come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you 

commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 

You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order 

to spend what you get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

 

Preface to the Decalogue From all that dwell below the skies Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
                                  Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land by every tongue. 

 
Summary of the Decalogue 

  

Hear what Christ our Savior saith, "Thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 

soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou 

shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments, hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 

Gloria Patri   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
  As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be; world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 

Announcements 

 
Pastor’s Words 

 

Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent) 

 

Sermonic Selection……………………………………………………I Don’t Know About Tomorrow” 
 

Preached Word……………………………………………………………...Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling 
 

 

Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Doxology       Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
      Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

  

Benediction………………………………………………………………………………...Pastor Sterling 
 
 


