
 
 
 
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Worship  

 

Sunday, November 5, 2023 –10:00 am 

 
 
The Praise & Worship…………………………….……………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

 

The Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

The Call to Worship……………………………………………….………………………………Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee in 

a dry and thirsty land, where no water is. 

People: To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the 

sanctuary. 

Minister: Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. 

People: Thus, will I bless thee while I live:  I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

ALL: I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my 

mouth.  Praise ye the Lord! 

 
 

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor  
 

708 15 t h Street North ǁ Birmingham, AL 35203 
 

20 t h Sunday after Pentecost  

 
 
 

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church  
708 -15th Street North ǁ Birmingham, AL 35203   

 
 Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor 

 
 



 
 
 
     

Hymn of Praise………………………………………….……….… “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, 
Opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 

 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 

Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 

Center of unbroken praise; 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 
Ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou art Father, Christ our brother, 
All who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine. 

 
Mortals join the mighty chorus, 
Which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us, 

Brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 

Victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music leads us sunward 

In the triumph song of life 

 
 

The Invocation 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
     

Choral Response…………………………………………….………………………… “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”  
 

Hear our prayer, O Lord; 
Hear our prayer, O Lord; 

Incline Thine ear to us 
And grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

The Scripture Lesson (s)……………………………………………………………………….…………... Psalm 43 
 

Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people, from the deceitful 
and unjust man, deliver me! 2 For you are the God in whom I take refuge;   why have 
you rejected me? Why do I go about mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
3 Send out your light and your truth;   let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill 
    and to your dwelling! 4 Then I will go to the altar of God,  to God my exceeding joy, 
and I will praise you with the lyre,   O God, my God.5  Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
    and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,  my 
salvation and my God. 
 

Hymn  No. 69 
“From All That Dwell Below the Skies” 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise;  

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung,  
Through every land, by every tongue. 

 

The Decalogue (Contemporary) ……………………………………………………….Rev. Xavier Beasley 
(Read all before singing The Gloria Patri and seating the people) 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you out of 
bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not commit murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not be a false witness. 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 



 
 
 
     

The Gloria Patri     
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  

All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 
The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 
The Hymn of Preparation..................................................................................................Music Ministry  
 
 

The Sermon…….……………………………………………………………………….………...….……Pastor Sterling 
  
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
The Communion Hymn………………………………………………………………………”There Is a Fountain” 
 

There is a fountain filled with blood Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood Lose all their guilty stains: 

Lose all their guilty stains, Lose all their guilty stains; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood Lose all their guilty stains. 

The Solicitation    
 
 The General Confession  
 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking 
most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry 
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that 
is past and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
The First Collect  
 
 The Second Collect 
 
 The Prayer of Adoration  
 
The Prayer of Humiliation   
 
The Prayer of Consecration  
 
The Elements  
 



 
 
 
     

The Prayer (Lord’s Prayer or extemporaneous prayer) 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 Doxology 
 
The Benediction………….…………………………….……………………….……………………Pastor Sterling 
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