
     

 

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, Humankind Our Family 

 

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
708 15th Street North • Birmingham, Alabama 35203 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor 
 

 

Order of Worship 
 

December 31, 2023 –10:00 AM 
 

 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….……………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

 
The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  

 



     

 
The Call to Worship………………………………………………………………………………….… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise………………….…………………………..……………….……….… “Joy to the World “  

 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 

Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
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He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, and wonders of His love 
 
The Invocation …………………………………………………………………………. Brother Charles Horton  
 
The Choral Response…………………………………………… “There’s Something About That Name”  
 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
There’s just something about that name! 

Master, Savior, Jesus! 
Like the fragrance after the rain; 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
Let all heaven and earth proclaim; 

Kings and kingdoms will all pass away, 
But there’s something about that name! 

 
The Scripture Lessons  
 
New Testament …………………….………………………………………………………….… Sister Pauline Ford 

Luke 2:22-40 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every 
male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice 
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in 
his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many 
in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 
so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 



     

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and 
then as a widow until she was eighty-four.[b] She did not depart from the temple, worshiping 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour she began to give 
thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

Hymn  No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies…………………….….… Sister Gwen Huggins 
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue 
  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri   
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 

INFANT BAPTISM 
 

Ragan Savannah Long 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Long, Jr., Parents 
 
The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 
The Hymn of Preparation..................................................................................................Music Ministry  
 
The Sermon……...……………………………………………………………….……….……...….….…Pastor Sterling 
  
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25002b


     

The Apostles’ Creed  
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
The Doxology 
 
The Benediction………….…………………………….……………………….………….……………Pastor Sterling 
 


	The Gloria Patri

