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The Praise &  Worship…………………………….…………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  

 



 
     

The Call to Worship…………………………………………………………………………………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise………………………….………….……….… “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”  
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty; 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name, 
in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty; 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor  
 

708 15 t h Street North ǁ Birmingham, AL 35203 
 

20 t h Sunday after Pentecost  



 
     

The Invocation ………………………….………………………….……………….….……. Bro. Freddie Robinson 
 
The Choral Response………………………………………………………………… “Spirit of the Living God”  
 

Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall fresh on me, 

Spirit of the Living God 
Fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall fresh on me. 

 
The Scripture Lesson…………………………………………………………..…….…………… Bro. Ray Oliver 

Acts 19:1-7 
 

 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and 
came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And 
Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one 
who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 
 
The Decalogue (Contemporary) ……………………………………………………. Rev. Laurel Thornton 

(Read all before singing The Gloria Patri and seating the people) 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who brought you out of 
bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not commit murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not be a false witness. 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The Gloria Patri     
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
  



 
     

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 
The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 
The Hymn of Preparation..................................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Sermon……...……………………………………………………………………….……...…..……Pastor Sterling 
  
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
The Communion Hymn…………………………………………”There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 
 

There is a fountain filled with blood,  
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;  

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,  
Lose all their guilty stains, 
 Lose all their guilty stains, 
 Lose all their guilty stains;  

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
 Lose all their guilty stains. 

 
The dying thief rejoiced to see, 

 That fountain in his day;  
And there may I, though vile as he,  

Wash all my sins away:  
Wash all my sins away, 
 Wash all my sins away; 

 And there may I, though vile as he,  
Wash all my sins away. 

 
Dear dying Lamb,  

Thy precious blood  
Shall never lose its power,  

Till all the ransomed Church of God Be saved,  
to sin no more,  

Be saved, to sin no more,  
Be saved, to sin no more;  

Till all the ransomed Church of God, 
 Be saved to sin no more. 

 
The Communion Elevation………Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring (with Infant Holy, Infant Lowly) 

by Anna Laura Page 

 The Solicitation    
 
  
  



 
     

The General Confession  
 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking 
most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry 
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that 
is past and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
The First Collect  
 
 The Second Collect 
 
 The Prayer of Adoration  
 
The Prayer of Humiliation   
 
The Prayer of Consecration  
 
The Elements  
 
The Prayer  
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 The Doxology 
 
The Benediction………….…………………………….……………………….……………………Pastor Sterling 
 
The Postlude …………………………………………………………………………………………Carol of the Bells  

By  Mykola Leontovych 
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