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God Our Ffather, Christ Our Redeemer, Boly Spirit Our Comforter,
BHumankind Qur JFamily

Saint John AME Church

708 15t Street North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady

Third Sunday of Easter

Sunday, April 14, 2024

The Praise & Worship......... .o s s s s s s s s s s s e e Mlsic Ministry

The Doxology Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Call to Worship.......ccccoiemninis s s s s s s s e s e e Pastor Sterling

Minister:

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet
have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents
of wickedness.

Minister: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of
our God.

Minister: 0 Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory
dwells.

People: But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before
Him.

Minister: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in
your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer.

People: 0 sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make
a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises!

The Hymn of Praise.......c.cccevnumsvenmsnssnsssnsssnssnssessn e -1 Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

The INVOCATION ...coveee v iirerenses ersrrrsss sas s ses sersss sess sesses sees ses snssan sessnsmes suns

I have decided to follow Jesus,

I have decided to follow Jesus,

I have decided to follow Jesus,
No turning back, no turning back.

Though no one join me, still [ will follow,

Though no one join me, still [ will follow,

Though no one join me, still I will follow,
No turning back, no turning back.

The world behind me, the cross before me,

The world behind me, the cross before me,

The world behind me, the cross before me,
No turning back, no turning back.

«weeee REV. Xavier Beasley




The Choral Response..........c.csimnsnmnn s s s - L€Ad Me, Guide Me”

Lead me, guide me,
Along the way,
For if you lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee.
Lead me, oh Lord, lead me.

The Scripture Lesson (s)

New Testament .........cc s s s s s s s e Sister Doris Hardy
Acts 3:13-15,17-19

13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his
servant]esus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided
to release him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be
granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. 17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But
what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus
fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out,
GOSPEL et e e S1STET Megan Spears

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)

Luke 24:35-49

35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking
of the bread. 36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said
to them, “Peace to you!”37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a
spirit. 33 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is [ myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it
and ate before them. 44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.42And behold, I am
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed
with power from on high.”

Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the SKkies ................csesuveeee. Sister Megan Spears

From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.




The Summary of the Decalogue .............ccceniiiisnnisnn s Sister Megan Spears
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and

with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.

The Gloria Patri ........... .. Sister Megan Spears
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost As 1t was in the begmmng, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.

The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors

The Hymn of Preparation...... s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssss Music Ministry
The Sermon........ i s s PASTOT Sterling
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Doxology

The Benediction..........coviines i mnsssssn s e ssssss s s s s s sss s s e sssssssss s s nenne s PAStor Sterling




	The Gloria Patri    ………………………………..………………………………….………….. Sister Megan Spears

