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The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  



     

The Call to Worship…………………………………………………….………………… Rev. Laurel Thornton 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise……………………………….…..….……… “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 

 
 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back. 
 

Though no one join me, still I will follow,  
Though no one join me, still I will follow, 
 Though no one join me, still I will follow, 

 No turning back, no turning back. 
 

The world behind me, the cross before me,  
The world behind me, the cross before me,  
The world behind me, the cross before me,  

No turning back, no turning back. 
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The Invocation …………………………………………………………………………………… Bro. Ray Oliver 
 
The Choral Response……………………………………………………………”I Need Thee Every Hour” 
 

I need Thee every hour, 
Most gracious Lord; 

No tender voice like Thine 
Can peace afford. 

 
Refrain 

I need Thee, O I need Thee, 
Every hour I need Thee; 

O bless me now, my Savior, 
I come to Thee! 

 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament …………………………….……..………..………………………..…….. Sister Kionna Hooks 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 2 And 
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers 
lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served 
other gods.  “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, 
and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the Lord to serve other gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers 
up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our 
sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 
whom we passed. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who 
lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 
 
New Testament…………………………………………………………………….……… Sister Jackie Wilson 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 



     

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as 
shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the 
saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may 
declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 
 
Gospel ……………………………....……………………………………………………………… Sister Megan Spears 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)  

John 6:56-69 
 

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live 
because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the 
fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these 
things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.  When many of his disciples heard it, 
they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that 
his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the Spirit 
who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray 
him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 
him by the Father.” 66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked 
with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we 
have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
 



     

The Gloria Patri    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. ….Sister Doris Hardy 
 
Greetings to Visitors ………………………………………………………………………………Sister Doris Hardy 
 
The Worship through Music.............................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...………………………………………………………………….…………… Rev. Xavier Beasley 

 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 The Doxology  
 
Benecdtion  


	The Gloria Patri

