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The Praise &  Worship…………………………….…………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  



     

The Call to Worship…………………………………………………………………………………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 

 
The Song of Celebration…………………………………….“Time Is Filled With Swift Transition” 

(Hold To God’s Unchanging Hand) 
 

Time is filled with swift transition, 
Naught of earth unmoved can stand, 
Build your hopes on things eternal, 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 
 

Refrain 
Hold to His hand, 

God’s unchanging hand; 
Hold to His hand, 

God’s unchanging hand; 
Build your hopes on things eternal; 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 
 

Trust in Him who will not leave you, 
Whatsoever the years may bring; 

If by earthly friends forsaken, 
Still more closely to Him cling. 

 
Covet not this world’s vain riches, 

That so rapidly decay; 

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor  
 

708 15 t h Street North ǁ Birmingham, AL 35203 
 

20 t h Sunday after Pentecost  



     

Seek to gain the heavenly treasures: 
They will never pass away. 

 
When your journey is completed, 

If to God you have been true, 
Fair and bright the home in glory 
Your enraptured soul will view 

 
The Invocation ………………………….……………………..………….……..….….……. Sister Terry Beasley 
 
The Choral Response…………….……………………………………………… “Lord Keep Me Day by Day” 

 
Lord keep me day by day, 
In a pure and perfect way. 

I want to live, 
I want to live on, 

In a building not made by man. 
 

Lord keep my body strong, 
So that I can do no wrong. 

Lord, give me grace, 
Just to run this Christian race, 

To a building not made by man. 
 

I’m just a stranger here, 
Traveling through this barren land. 

Lord I know, there’s a building, a building somewhere, 
A building not made by man. 

 
The Scripture Lessons 
 
Old Testament ………………………………………………………………………………. Sister Juanita Paige 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 

“And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules[a] that I am teaching you, and do them, that 

you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is 

giving you. 2 You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may 

keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you. 6 Keep them and do them, 

for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they 

hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 

people.’ 7 For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, 

whenever we call upon him? 8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules 

so righteous as all this law that I set before you today? 9 “Only take care, and keep your soul 

diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart 

all the days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children's children— 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%204%3A1-2%2C%206-9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5006a


     

New Testament ………………………………………………………………………………. Sister Evelyn Beasley 
James 1:17-27 

 
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man 
does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant 
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer 
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For 
he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks 
into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
oneself unstained from the world. 
 
Gospel……………………………..……………………………………………..…….…………… Sister Shirley Bailey  

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

 
Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem, 2 they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, 
unwashed. 3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands 
properly,[a] holding to the tradition of the elders, 4 and when they come from the marketplace, they 
do not eat unless they wash.[b] And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the 
washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.[c]) 5 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but 
eat with defiled hands?” 6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written, “‘This people honors me with their lips,  but their heart is far from me; 7 in vain do they 
worship me,  teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ 8 You leave the commandment of 
God and hold to the tradition of men. And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear 
me, all of you, and understand: 15 There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can 
defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him. For from within, out of 
the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality,  theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, 
wickedness,  deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” 
 
Hymn  No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies…………..…...……..…. Sister Shirley Bailey 
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%207%3A1-8%2C%2014-15%2C%2021-23%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24463a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%207%3A1-8%2C%2014-15%2C%2021-23%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24464b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%207%3A1-8%2C%2014-15%2C%2021-23%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24464c


     

The Decalogue (Contemporary) ………………………………………………..……. Sister Shirley Bailey 

Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who 
brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me. 

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.  
 
Minister: You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: Honor your father and your mother. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not commit murder. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not commit adultery. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not steal. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not be a false witness. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Gloria Patri     
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 
The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 
The Hymn of Preparation..................................................................................................Music Ministry  
 
The Sermon……...……………………………………………………………………….……...…..……Pastor Sterling 
  
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
  



     

The Communion Hymn…………………………………………”There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 
 

There is a fountain filled with blood,  
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;  

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,  
Lose all their guilty stains, 
 Lose all their guilty stains, 
 Lose all their guilty stains;  

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
 Lose all their guilty stains. 

 
The dying thief rejoiced to see, 

 That fountain in his day;  
And there may I, though vile as he,  

Wash all my sins away:  
Wash all my sins away, 
 Wash all my sins away; 

 And there may I, though vile as he,  
Wash all my sins away. 

 
Dear dying Lamb,  

Thy precious blood  
Shall never lose its power,  

Till all the ransomed Church of God Be saved,  
to sin no more,  

Be saved, to sin no more,  
Be saved, to sin no more;  

Till all the ransomed Church of God, 
 Be saved to sin no more. 

The Solicitation    
 
The General Confession  
 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking 
most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry 
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that 
is past and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
The First Collect  
 
 The Second Collect 
 
 The Prayer of Adoration  
 
The Prayer of Humiliation   



     

 
The Prayer of Consecration  
 
The Elements  
 
The Prayer  
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 The Doxology 
 
The Benediction………….…………………………….……………………….……………………Pastor Sterling 
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