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Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Sunday, September15, 2024 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



     

The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….………………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise……………………..……………………………………..…..….……… “Amazing Grace” 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now I’m found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 

‘‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 
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Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 
 

 
The Invocation ……………………………………………………………………………… Rev. Laurel J. Thornton 
 
The Choral Response……………………………………………………………………………. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus 

(There’s Something About That Name)” 
 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus; 
There’s just something about that name! 

Master, Savior, Jesus, 
Like the fragrance after the rain ; 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, 
Let all heaven and earth proclaim; 

Kings and kingdoms will all pass away, 
But there’s something about that name! 

 
The Prayer of Confession 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your 
holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done, and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ………………….…………………..……………..…….. Sister Lauratine Powell Armstrong 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The Lord God has given me 
    the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word 
    him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
    he awakens my ear 
    to hear as those who are taught. 
5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 
    and I was not rebellious; 
    I turned not backward. 
6 I gave my back to those who strike, 
    and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
I hid not my face 
    from disgrace and spitting. 



     

7 But the Lord God helps me; 
    therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
8     He who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
    Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? 
    Let him come near to me. 
9 Behold, the Lord God helps me; 
    who will declare me guilty? 
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 
    the moth will eat them up. 
 
 
Gospel ………………………....……………………………………………………………… Sister Shirley Bailey 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)  

Mark 8:27-38 

 
27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the 
way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John 
the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30 And 
he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 31 And he began to teach them that the 
Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests 
and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 34 And calling the crowd to him 
with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life[a] will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for 
his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels. 
 
Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%208%3A27-38&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24531a


     

second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements ………………………………….………………  Pastor Sterling 
 
The Worship through Music.............................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...……………………………………………….……………………  Rev. Dr. Patricia A. Outlaw 
 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 The Doxology  
 
Benecdtion  


	The Gloria Patri

