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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling & 

First Lady Kim C. Sterling 

Appreciation Day 
 

Sunday, September22, 2024 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



     

The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….………………… Sister Megan Spears 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise………………………………………………..…..….……… “Great is Thou Faithfulness” 

 
Great Is Thy faithfulness, 

O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not,  
Thy compassions they fail not,  

As Thou has been Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endured, 

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
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Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside! 

 
 

The Invocation …………………………………………………………..…………… Brother Benny Hardin 
 
The Choral Response……………………………………………………………………………. “We Are One” 

 

We are one, we are one, 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one. 
 
 
The Prayer of Confession ………………………………………………………………. Sister Megan Spears 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your 
holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done, and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ………………….…………………..……………..………………..………… Sister London Davis 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 
The Lord made it known to me and I knew; 
    then you showed me their deeds. 
19 But I was like a gentle lamb 
    led to the slaughter. 
I did not know it was against me 
    they devised schemes, saying, 
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
    let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
    that his name be remembered no more.” 
20 But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, 
    who tests the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
    for to you have I committed my cause. 
 
New Testament ………………………………………………………………………………. Sister Linda Young 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
 
Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is 



     

earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be 
disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 4 What causes quarrels and what 
causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions[a] are at war within you?[b] 2 You desire 
and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do 
not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 
spend it on your passions. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded 
 
Gospel ………………………....……………………………………………………………… Brother Floyd Collins 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)  
Mark 9:30-37 

 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to 
know, 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he 
will rise.” 32 But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 33 And they came 
to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the 
way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was 
the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be 
first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in the midst of 
them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 
 
 
Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent) …………………….Brother Ray Oliver, Sr.  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements ……………………………………… Brother Ray Oliver, Sr. 
 
Special Presentation……………………………………………………………………….. Sister Yolonda Carter 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%203%3A13-4%3A3%2C%207-8a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30322a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%203%3A13-4%3A3%2C%207-8a&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30322b


     

Introduction of the Speaker ………………………………………………………………Sister Gwen Huggins 
 
The Worship through Music.........................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...………………………………….……….…………………  Reverend Willis N. Huggins, Sr. 

Retired Presiding Elder 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 The Doxology  
 
Benecdtion  


	The Gloria Patri

