
     

 

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Nineteenth Day After Pentecost 
 

Sunday, September 29, 2024 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



     

 

 
The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….……….…………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise………………………………………..…..….……… “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder” 

 
We are climbing Jacob’s ladder, 
We are climbing Jacob’s ladder, 
We are climbing Jacob’s ladder, 

Soldiers of the cross. 
 

Ev’ry round goes higher, higher, (repeat 2 times) Soldiers of the cross. 
 

Children, do you love my Jesus? (repeat 2 times) Soldiers of the cross. 
 

If you love Him, why not serve Him? (repeat 2 times) 
 

Rise, shine, give God glory, (repeat 2 times) Soldiers of the cross. 
 
The Invocation  
 
The Choral Response………………………………………………………………………. “Jesus is the Answer” 

 

Jesus is the answer 
for the world today. 
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Above Him there’s no other 
Jesus is the way. 

 
Jesus is the answer 
for the world today. 

Above Him there’s no other 
Jesus is the way. 

 
The Prayer of Confession  
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your 
holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done, and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ………………….…………………..……………..………………..………… Sister Olivia Mede 

Numbers 11:24-30 
 

24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered seventy men of 
the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud 
and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. 
And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it. 
26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the 
Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, 
and so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, 
said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would 
that all the Lord's people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 30 And Moses 
and the elders of Israel returned to the camp 
 
New Testament ………………………………………………………………………………. Sister Miranda Mede 

James 5:13-20 
 

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith 
will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, 
he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working, 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might 
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed 
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. 19 My brothers, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever 



     

 

brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a 
multitude of sins. 
 
Gospel ………………………....………………………………………………………………  

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)  
Mark 9:38-50 

 
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who 
does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who 
is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward. 42 “Whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around 
his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better 
for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire.45 And if 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be 
thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into  hell, 48 ‘where their worm does 
not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if 
the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace with one another.” 
 
Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements  
 
The Worship through Music.........................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...………………………………….……….………..………………………………  Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 



     

 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
The Doxology  
 
Benecdtion  


	The Gloria Patri

