
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 

 

Twenty-Sixth Day After Pentecost 

 
Sunday, November 17, 2024 

 
The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



     

The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….……….…………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise……………….………………………………..…..….……… “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

 
Great Is Thy faithfulness, 

O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;  

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not,  
As Thou has been Thou forever wilt be. 

 
Refrain 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;  

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
 Sun, moon and stars in their courses above  

Join with all nature in manifold witness 
 To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endured,  

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
 Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  
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Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside! 
 
The Invocation  
 
The Choral Response…………………………………….…………………………………. “He’s Sweet, I Know” 

 
He’s sweet, I know. 

He’s sweet, I know. 

Storm clouds may rise, 

Strong winds may blow, 

 

I’ll tell the world 

Wherever I go. 

That I’ve found a Savior, 

 and He’s sweet I know. 

 

The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 

Old Testament …………………..……………………..……………..………………..………… 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
 

“My heart exults in the Lord;  
    my horn is exalted in the Lord. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 
    because I rejoice in your salvation. 
2 “There is none holy like the Lord: 
    for there is none besides you; 
    there is no rock like our God. 
3 Talk no more so very proudly, 
    let not arrogance come from your mouth; 
for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 
    and by him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 
    but the feeble bind on strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 
    but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger. 
The barren has borne seven, 
    but she who has many children is forlorn. 
6 The Lord kills and brings to life; 
    he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 
    he brings low and he exalts. 
8 He raises up the poor from the dust; 
    he lifts the needy from the ash heap 
to make them sit with princes 
    and inherit a seat of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, 
    and on them he has set the world. 



     

9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, 
    but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness, 
    for not by might shall a man prevail. 
10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; 
    against them he will thunder in heaven. 
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth; 
    he will give strength to his king 
    and exalt the horn of his anointed. 
 
New Testament…………………………..……………………………..…………………….  Hebrews 10:11—25 

11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a 
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that 
time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he 
has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears 
witness to us; for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after 
those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their 
minds,” 17 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 19 Therefore, 
brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the 
new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of 
our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near. 
 
Gospel ………………….……………….…..…..…....………………………………………………………… Mark 13:1-8 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)  
 

And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful 
stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great 
buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 3 And 
as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked 
him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things 
are about to be accomplished?” 5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you 
astray. 6 Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7 And when 
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not 
yet. 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes 
in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. 
 
 
 
 



     

Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements  
 
The Worship through Music.........................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...………………………………………………………….…………………………  Pastor Sterling 

 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
The Doxology  
 
Benecdtion  


	The Gloria Patri

