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God Our Ffather, Christ Our Redeemer, Boly Spirit Our Comforter,
Humankind Gur Ff amily

Saint John AME Church

708 15t Street North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady

Holy Communion

November 3, 2024

Twentieth - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Order of YWorship

The Praise & WOorship.......cci i s s e s s s e s sre s s Music Ministry

The Doxology Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Call to WOTrShip ... oo eiire s mrsnssnsss e srsss e ses s snsses snssss sas snssss sassss e sussss sns e snnens Pastor Sterling

Minister:

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet
have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents
of wickedness.

Minister: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of
our God.

Minister: 0 Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory
dwells.

People: But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before
Him.

Minister: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in
your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer.

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make
a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises!

The Hymn of Praise......cccoci s s s s s s s saesss e s “To God be the Glory”

To God be the glory, great things He hath done;
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life and atonement for sin,
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Refrain

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,

And give Him the glory, great things He hath done.

0 perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God; T

he vilest offender who truly believes,

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Great things He hath taught us,

great things He hath done, And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be

Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.




The INVOCATION ....ueieeeriinscersnssesssennsses ssssss srssss ns sassas snsass sas nsses snsssaes sensss srnses s s Brother Ray Oliver
The Choral ReSPONSe......... v ivemnssis s s s s s s s s sss e ssssss snssss s “Lord, Prepare Me”

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
Pure and holy, tried and true;
With thanksgiving,

I'll be a living sanctuary for You.

The Scripture Lessons
Old TeStament .......ccueieeinrumsinssersmssnssserss sesssnsss sessas s smssss s sns sas snssns sness saes Sister Megan Spears
1 Kings 17:8-16

Then the word of the Lord came to him, 2“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and
dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 1°So he arose and went
to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering
sticks. And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that | may drink.” 1t And
as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand.” 12 And she said, “As the Lord your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in
ajar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare
it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and
do as you have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make
something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “The jar of flour
shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon
the earth.”” 15 And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for many
days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty, according to the
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

New Testament ... s s s s s s s s Sister Brenda Spears Wright
Hebrews 9:24-28

For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer
himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his
own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as
it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.




GOSPEL..cn ittt s e s ——————— Sister Dawn Thomas
Mark 12:38-44
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)

38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and
like greetings in the marketplaces 32and have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of
honor at feasts, 4who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will
receive the greater condemnation.” 41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the
people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42And a poor
widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples
to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who
are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out
of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies

From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.

The Decalogue (Contemporary)
Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who
brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not make for yourself any idol.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Honor your father and your mother.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not commit murder.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not commit adultery.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not steal.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not be a false witness.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.




Minister: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.

The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors

The Hymn of Preparation..... s s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ssssssss seas Music Ministry

B0 T 1.0 L) Pastor Sterling
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship
The Communion HYymMMN......cocoiim s s s s sss snssss saeens "Let Us Break Bread Together”

Let us break bread together on our knees,
let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
0 Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees,
let us drink wine together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
0 Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us praise God together on our knees,
let us praise God together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
0 Lord, have mercy on me.

Communion Elevation ... s e s sessns e Once to Every Man and Nation
arr. Charles Callahan

The Solicitation

The General Confession

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most
grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking
most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have
mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that
is past and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.




The First Collect

The Second Collect

The Prayer of Adoration

The Prayer of Humiliation

The Prayer of Consecration

The Elements

The Prayer

The Affirmation of Faith

Minister: Let us profess before God and one another our common faith.

Minister and People:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Doxology

The BenediCtion.......co o snesnssessssssssasnsesssassses s ssssns sessss e snssss sesssss sas snsass sassssans sas Pastor Sterling
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