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First Sunday After Christmas 
 

Sunday, December 29, 2024 
 

Order of Worship 
 
The Praise &  Worship…………………………….…………….………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



     

The Call to Worship……………………………………………………………………………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Celebration………………………………..……...………“Hold to God’s Unchanging Hand” 

 
 

Time is filled with swift transition, 
Naught of earth unmoved can stand, 
Build your hopes on things eternal, 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 
 

Refrain 
Hold to His hand, God’s unchanging hand; 

Hold to His hand, 
God’s unchanging hand; 

Build your hopes on things eternal, 
Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 

 
Trust in Him who will not leave you, 

Whatsoever years may bring; 
If by earthly friends forsaken, 
Still more closely to Him cling. 
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Covet not this world’s vain riches, 
That so easily decay; 

Seek to gain the heavenly treasures; 
They will never pass away. 

 
When your journey is completed, 

If to God you have been true, 
Fair and bright your home in glory 

Your enraptured soul will view. 
 

The Invocation ……………………………………………………………………………… Rev. Xavier Beasley 
 
The Choral Response…………………….…….…………………….………………..….…… “He Is Exalted” 

 
He is exalted, the King is exalted and I, will praise Him. 

He is exalted, the King is exalted and I, will praise His name. 
 

He is Lord, 
Forever His truth shall reign. 

Heaven and earth exalt His holy name, 
 

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high 

 
OLD TESTAMENT………………………………………………………... Sister Larntenia Power Armstrong 

1 Samuel 2:18-20 

18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy clothed with a linen ephod. 19 And his 
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went up 
with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his 
wife, and say, “May the Lord give you children by this woman for the petition she asked 
of the Lord.” So then they would return to their home. 

NEW TESTAMENT………………..……………………..………………………………… Sister Megan Spears 

Colossians 3:12-17 

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if 
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 



     

 GOSPEL……………………….……….……………………………………………………………. Sister Gloria Vail 
Luke 2:41-52 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when 
he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was 
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 
not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then 
they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they 
did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to 
him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for 
you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that 
he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.52 And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

Hymn  No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
From all that dwell below the skies,  

Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 

 
The Summary of the Decalogue  
 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri   
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 
The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 
The Hymn of Preparation..................................................................................................Music Ministry  
 
The Sermon……...……………………………………………………………………..….……...…..……Pastor Sterling 
  
 
 



     

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 The Doxology 
 
The Benediction………….…………………………….……………………….……………………Pastor Sterling 


	The Gloria Patri

