
     

 

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 
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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, January 12, 2025 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….………………… Pastor Sterling 
 



     

Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 
have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise………………………………………..…..….……… “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 
 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 
I have decided to follow Jesus, 

No turning back, no turning back! 
 

Though no one join me, still I will follow,  
Though no one join me, still, I will follow,  
Though no one join me, still, I will follow,  

No turning back, no turning back! 
 

The world behind me, 
The cross for me, 

The world behind me, 
The cross before me, 

The world behind me, 
The cross before me, 

No turning back, 
No turning back! 

 
The Invocation …………………………….…………………………………………………………… Pastor Sterling 
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The Choral Response…………………………………………………………………………. “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus”  
 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 

 
Savior, Savior, Savior! 
Savior, Savior, Savior! 
Savior, Savior, Savior! 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
 

Healer, Healer, Healer! 
Healer, Healer, Healer! 
Healer, Healer, Healer! 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
 

Thank You , Thank You, Thank You! 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
 

 
The Prayer of Confession 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your 
holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done, and there is no health in us. But you, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us miserable offenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ………………….…………………..………………………………..…..…….. Sister Kionna Hooks 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

1But now thus says the LORD, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
    he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
    and the flame shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the LORD your God, 



     

    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
    Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 
4 Because you are precious in my eyes, 
    and honored, and I love you, 
I give men in return for you, 
    peoples in exchange for your life. 
5 Fear not, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your offspring from the east, 
    and from the west I will gather you. 
6 I will say to the north, Give up, 
    and to the south, Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from afar 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth, 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.”  
 
New Testament……..…………..……………………………………………… Sister Brittany Ford 

Acts 8:14-17 
 

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had 
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
Gospel ………………………....……………………………………………………………… Sister Gwen Huggins 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)  

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16 John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you 
with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 21 Now when all the people were baptized, 
and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were 
opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;[a] with you I am well pleased.”  

 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%20Luke%203%3A15-22&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25039a


     

Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies  
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri    
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements ………………………………….………………  Pastor Sterling 
 
The Worship through Music.............................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...…………………………………….…………………….………..… Rev. Xavier Beasley 
   
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
The Doxology  
 
Benecdtion  


	The Gloria Patri

