
     

 

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, February 16, 2025 
 

Sixth Sunday After Epiphany  
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him 
above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 



     

 

 The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….………………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise…………………………………………..……………..….….……… “Blessed Assurance” 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His spirit, washed in His blood. 
 

Refrain  
This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angel’s descending, bring from above  
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 
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The Invocation …………………………….……………………………………………………Rev. Xavier Beasley 
 
The Choral Response……………………………………………………………………………..Alpha and Omega 
 

You are Alpha and Omega. 
We worship You our Lord,  

You are worthy to be praised! (Repeat) 
 

We give You all the glory! 
We worship You our Lord, 

You are worthy to be praised! 
 

 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament …………………………….……….……………………………….….…….. Brother Chaz Carter 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Thus says the Lord: 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 

    and makes flesh his strength, 
    whose heart turns away from the Lord. 

6 He is like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see any good come. 

He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salt land. 

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 
    whose trust is the Lord. 

8 He is like a tree planted by water, 
    that sends out its roots by the stream, 

and does not fear when heat comes, 
    for its leaves remain green, 

and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
    for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, 
    and desperately sick; 

    who can understand it? 
10 “I the Lord search the heart 

    and test the mind, 
to give every man according to his ways, 

    according to the fruit of his deeds.” 

 
 



     

 

New Testament……………………………………………………………. Brother Freddie Robinson 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there 
is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even 
Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 
and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 
are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 
Gospel ……………………….……....………………………………………………………… Sister Terry Beasley 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

Luke 6:17-26 
 

17 And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast 
of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those 
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all the crowd sought to touch 
him, for power came out from him and healed them all. 20 And he lifted up his eyes on his 
disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. “Blessed are you who 
weep now, for you shall laugh. 22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when 
they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of 
Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; 
for so their fathers did to the prophets. 24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
received your consolation. 25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 
“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 26 “Woe to you, when all 
people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets. 
 
The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

 

The Decalogue  (Abridged) 
 

Leader: And God spake all these words saying, “I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me.  
 

Hymn:  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
   

Nearer my God, to thee! 
Nearer to thee, E’en though it be a cross 
That raiseth me; 
Still all my song shall be, 
Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee.  

 

Leader: Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto It: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri:    Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements ………………………………….………………  Pastor Sterling 
 
A Moment in Black History ………………………………………………………… Miranda and Olivia Mede 
 

The Worship through Music.............................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...…………………………...…………………………………………………..….… Pastor Sterling 
   
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 

Benediction 
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