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God Our Ffather, Christ Our Redeemer, Boly Spirit Our Comforter,
BHumankind Qur JFamily

Saint John AME Chureh

708 15t Street North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady

Holy Communion

Sunday, February 2, 2025

FFourth Sunday After Epipbany

The Praise & Worship.......ccco i s s s s s s e s sns e e e Mlsic Ministry
The Doxology AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]

Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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The Call to Worship.......ccc vt s s e s s s s s s

Minister:

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet
have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents
of wickedness.

Minister: For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good.

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of
our God.

Minister: 0 Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory
dwells.

People: But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before
Him.

Minister: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in
your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer.

People: 0 sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make
a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises!

The Hymn of Celebration...........ccocuinimnamssesmsssesns s s ssssesssesnsennnenns - H0Oly, Holy, Holy”

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty;

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and Seraphim falling down before Thee,
Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty;
God in three persons, Blessed Trinity!
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The Choral Response..........c v s s s s s s s s s s e - WE Are One”

We are one, we are one.
We are one in the Spirit, we are one.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
We are one in the Spirit, we are one.
Old TeStament .......ccvcvumssrsmssssms s ses e sesssssns ssssns snssns ssssns snssns e sene e nennns S1St€Ir Valerie Bowden
Jeremiah 1:4-10

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying,

5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
[ appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for [ am only a youth.” 7 But
the Lord said to me,

“Do not say, ‘l am only a youth’;

for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,

and whatever | command you, you shall speak.
8 Do not be afraid of them,

for I am with you to deliver you,

declares the Lord.”

9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me,

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth.

10 See, | have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to break down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”

New TeStament ........cccccvrimmrmrnsnssssns s sessss snrssssns ssssnssn sne e e e e 91St€r Brenda Spears Wright
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2 And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, [ am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have,
and if I deliver up my body to be burned,# Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast;
it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as

for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 2 For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When [ was a child,




[ spoke like a child, [ thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up
childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then
[ shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.

GOSPel...c s s s e e BTOTHET Brandon Cleveland
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)
Luke 4:21-30

21 And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all
spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they
said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this
proverb, “Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your
hometown as well”” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you,no prophet is acceptable in his
hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah,
when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the
land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman
who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and
none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in
the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and
brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him
down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away.

Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise; Let the Redeemer’s name
be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.

The Decalogue (Contemporary)
Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord your God who
brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other gods but me.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not make for yourself any idol.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Honor your father and your mother.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not commit murder.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.




Minister: You shall not commit adultery.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not steal.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not be a false witness.

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.

The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors
The Hymn of Preparation..... s s ssssssssssssssssssss Music Ministry
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The Invitation to Christian Discipleship

The Communion Hymn.........cccceissnnenssseessssssnsssn e Lh€re Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”
Communion Elevation........ccccirmninmnsnsns s sssssssssssns snssnssan s Priere (on NKkosi Sikelel' iAfrika)
arr. Godwin Sadoh
Kum Ba Yah

arr. Adolphus Hailstork
The Solicitation
The General Confession

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time most
grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking
most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry
for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have
mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that
is past and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.




The First Collect

The Second Collect

The Prayer of Adoration

The Prayer of Humiliation

The Prayer of Consecration

The Elements

The Prayer

Postlude.........ccco s s s Palongo by Godwin Sadoh
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

The Doxology

The Benediction.........cccovciinsmcssnmnennssns s s s s s s s s s s ssss s sss s e e e PAStOr Sterling
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