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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, March 30, 2025 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….…………….……………………………………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology           MEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him 
above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship………………………………………….….. Brother Micah Eli Washington Wright  
 
Leader: We gather in the wilderness, where Jesus overcame temptation.  
 
People: We come to worship the One who sustains us with His Word.  
 
Leader: In this season of Lent, we seek to draw closer to God.  
 
People: Let us turn our hearts toward Him, trusting in His grace.  
 
Leader: As the psalmist says: "Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
                 within me.” 
 
People:  For You are my refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.  
 
Leader: Jesus reminds us: "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that  

  comes from the mouth of God."  
 
 People: We will worship with humility and joy, for He is our strength and salvation. 
 
The Hymn of Praise………………..……………………....….…….…… "Just As I Am, Without One Plea" 
 
 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
Just as I am, and waiting not 

to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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Prayer of Confession:  

Dear Lord, we humbly confess that we have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

We recognize that our love for You and for our fellow human beings has not been sincere. Please 

grant us the wisdom to learn from our past mistakes, the courage to improve our current actions 

and the guidance to lead us towards a future where we may fulfill Your will and walk in Your ways, 

bringing honor to Your holy name. We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen! 

Assurance of Pardon:  

In Jesus Christ, we find redemption and forgiveness. Let us bask in the enduring love of God, 
knowing that His mercy is everlasting. May we strive each day to live in the light of His grace and 
forgiveness, confident in His boundless love for us. In the name of Jesus, Amen! 
 
The Invocation …………………..…………………………………………………………….Sister Brooklyn Ford 
  
The Choral Response……………………………………………………………………“Spirit of the Living God” 
 

Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me, 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. 

Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me. 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. 

  
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament …………………………….……….…………………………….…….……Brother Ashton Durant  

Isaiah 7:10-14 

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 

as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said, 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 

also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 

a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

New Testament……………………………………………………………..………Brother Montell Washington 
Hebrews 10:4-10 

4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Consequently, when 
Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
but a body have you prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no 
pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the 
scroll of the book.’” 8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure 
in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), 9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in 
order to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  
 



     

Gospel ………………………….……....………………………………..…………………………Sister Dahlia Durant  
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to 

a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name 

was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 

Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 

God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 

sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 

angel departed from her. 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 
 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue  (Abridged) 
 

Leader: And God spake all these words saying, “I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me.  
 

Hymn:  Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.  
   

Nearer my God, to thee! 
Nearer to thee, E’en though it be a cross 
That raiseth me; 
Still all my song shall be, 
Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee.  

 

 



     

Leader: Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto It: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri:    Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements ………………………………….………………  Pastor Sterling 
 
The Worship through Music.............................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
The Message……...…………………………...……………………………..………..…………..….… Pastor Sterling 
   
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction 
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