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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 
 

Sunday, May 11, 2025 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………………Young Adult Choir 
 

The Doxology   AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him 
above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….………………… Pastor Sterling 
 
Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise……………………………..……………………....….…“There Is a Name I Love to Hear” 

There is a name I love to hear, 
I love to sing its worth; 

it sounds like music in my ear, 
the sweetest name on earth. 

Refrain: 
O how I love Jesus! O how I love Jesus! 

O how I love Jesus! Because He first loved me 

It tells me of a Savior's love, 
Who died to set me free; 

It tells me of his precious blood, 
The sinner's perfect plea. [Refrain] 

It tells of One whose loving heart 
Can feel my deepest woe; 

Who in each sorrow bears a part 
That none can bear below. [Refrain] 

The Invocation………………………………………………………………………………….………Sister Gloria Vail 
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The Choral Response 
 
Mother's Day Litany of Blessing and Remembrance…………….…………………Sister Doris Hardy 
 
Leader: On this special day, we lift up all mothers—those who nurture, guide, and love                                                      
                 with strength and tenderness. 
 
People:   We give thanks to God for mothers, living and departed, who reflect His love. 
 
Leader: For the mothers who are with us, caring and protecting, we pray for their                                                                                                               
                 continued strength and wisdom. 
 
People:  “She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.”                     
                (Proverbs 31:25) 
 
Leader: For the mothers who have gone before us, whose love remains in our hearts, we            
                 honor their legacy. 
 
People:   “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants.” (Psalm 116:15) 
 
Leader: For the spiritual mothers—mentors, teachers, and caregivers—who have shaped       
                 our faith and guided our steps, we give thanks. 
 
People: “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be                       
                praised.” (Proverbs 31:30) 
 
Leader: For mothers who grieve, struggle, and sacrifice, may they find strength and peace  
                 in God's promises. 
 
People: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”                              
                (Matthew 11:28) 
 
Leader: For expectant mothers, and those longing to be mothers, may they be blessed  
                 with hope and joy. 
 
People: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to  
                harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 
Leader: As we remember and celebrate, let us continue to honor mothers in word and  
                deed. 
 
People: “Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.”                   
                (Proverbs 31:31) 
 
Leader: Almighty God, in Your wisdom and love, You created mothers to reflect Your  
                 nurturing spirit. Bless those who mother in any way, and grant them joy and  
                 peace. 
 
People: Amen. 



     

The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament …………………………….……….………………………….……….….……. Sister Vernice Byrd 

Psalm 23 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters.  
3 He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness 

    for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

    I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

New Testament………………………………………………………………………………….Sister Yolonda Carter 
Acts 9:36-43 

 
36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full 

of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became ill and died, and when they had 

washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing 

that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So 

Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the 

widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made 

while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and 

turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter 

she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he 

presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the 

Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner. 

 
 
 
 
 



     

Gospel ………………………….……....…………………………………………………………Brother Shaun Barnes  
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

John 10:22-30 
 

22 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said 
to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus 
answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear 
witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. 27 My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are 
one.” 
 
The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue  (Summary) 
 
 

Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 
The Gloria Patri:    Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements ………………………………….………………  Pastor Sterling 
 
The Worship through Music......................................................................................Young Adult Choir 
 
The Message……...…………………………...……………..……………………………………..….… Pastor Sterling 
   
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 



     

judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 

Benediction 


	The Gloria Patri:    Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son,
	and to the Holy Ghost.
	As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
	world without end. Amen, Amen.

