
     

 

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, June 29, 2025 
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 
The Praise & Worship…………………………….………………………………………..…………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology   AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye 
heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

 

The Call to Worship………………………………………….…………….…………………..Sister Miracle Tripp 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise……………....….……………… “We Are Often Tossed and Driven (By and By)” 
 

We are often tossed and driv’n on the restless sea of time, 
Somber skies and howling tempests 

oft succeed a bright sunshine, 
In that land of perfect day, when the mists have rolled away, 

We will understand it better by and by. 
 

Refrain 
By and by, 

When the morning comes, 
All the saints of God are gathered home, 

We’ll tell the story 
how we’ve overcome, 

For we’ll understand it better by and by. 
 

We are often destitute of the things that life demands, 
Want of food and want of shelter, thirsty hills and barren lands, 

We are trusting in the Lord, and according to His Word, 
We will understand it better by and by. 

 
Trials dark on every hand, and we cannot understand, 

All the ways that God would lead us to that blessed Promised Land; 
But He guides us with His eye and we’ll follow till we die, 

For we’ll understand it better by and by. 
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Temptations, hidden snares often take us unawares, 
And our hearts are made to bleed for some thoughtless word or deed, 

And we wonder why the test when we try to do our best, 
But we’ll understand it better by and by. 

 
The Invocation…………………………………………….……………..………………………Sister Sydney Durant 
 
The Choral Response……………………………..………………………………………………….Saint John Choir 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ………………..……………...……….…………………………………...…….Sister Dahlia Durant 

Psalm 77:11-15 (NIV) 

 
11 I will remember the deeds of the LORD; 

    yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago. 
12 I will consider all your works 

    and meditate on all your mighty deeds.” 
13 Your ways, God, are holy. 

    What god is as great as our God? 
14 You are the God who performs miracles; 

    you display your power among the peoples. 
15 With your mighty arm you redeemed your people, 

    the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. 
"This is the Word of the Lord." 

 
New Testament………………………………………………………….…….………..……….Sister Brooklyn Ford 

Galatians 5:22-25 (NIV) 
 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel ………………………….……....…………………………………..………………..……………Sister Ajah Tripp 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
Luke 9:51-62 (NIV) 

 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things 
ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call 
fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his 
disciples went to another village. 
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head.” 
 



     

 

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my 
family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in 
the kingdom of God.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 
The Preface to the Decalogue……………………………….…………………………Brother Ashton Durant  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri:    Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 
The Worship through Music.............................................................................................Music Ministry 
 

The Message……...…………………………...……………..…………………………………………..Pastor Sterling 
 

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 

Benediction 
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