
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, July 13, 2025 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The Praise & Worship………………….…………………………………………………..…………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye 
heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship…………….………………………………..……………..………………..Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents 
of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of 

our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your glory 

dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before 

Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 
 
The Hymn of Praise…………........…………..Once Was Lost in Sin (Have A Little Talk With Jesus) 
 

I once was lost in sin, 
But Jesus took me in, 

And then a little light from heaven filled my soul; 
It bathed my heart in love, 

And wrote my name above, 
And just a little talk with Jesus made me whole. 

 
Refrain 

(Now let us) Have a little talk with Jesus, 
(Let us) Tell Him all about our troubles, 

(He will) Hear our faintest cry, 
(And He will) Answer by and by; 

(Now when you) Feel a little prayer wheel turning, 
(And you) Know a little fire is burning, 

(You will) Find a little talk with Jesus makes it right. 
 

Sometimes my path seems drear, 
Without a ray of cheer, 

And then a cloud of doubt may hide the light of day; 
The mists of sin may rise 
And hide the starry skies, 

But just a little talk with Jesus clears the way. 
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I may have doubts and fears, 
My eyes be filled with tears, 

But Jesus is a friend who watches day and night; 
I go to him in prayer, 

He knows my every care, 
And just a little talk with Jesus, makes it right. 

  
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response……………………………………………………………….….I Will Bless Thee, O Lord 
 

With my hands lifted up, 
And my mouth filled with praise, 

With a heart of thanksgiving, 
I will bless Thee I Lord! 

 
I will bless Thee O Lord! 
I will bless Thee O Lord! 

With a heart of thanksgiving, 
I will bless Thee O Lord! 

 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ……………..………………………………….……………………………...…….Sis. Jackie Wilson 

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
 
9 The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all the work of your hand, in the 
fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your cattle and in the fruit of your ground. For 
the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers, 10 when you 
obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that are 
written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul. 
 
11 “For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far 
off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, 
that we may hear it and do it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go 
over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near 
you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……………………………………………………,,………………………….Sister Brenda Wright 
Colossians 1:1-14 

 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father. 
 
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard 
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the 



     

gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—
as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in 
truth, 7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister 
of Christ on your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
 
9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, 
for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel ……….……………………………………..……....………………..……………Sister Larntenia Armstrong 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
Gospel - Luke 10:25-37 

 
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to 
him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
 
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and 
beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, 
and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where 
he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took 
care of him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 
‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of 
these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He 
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 
The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 
The Worship through Music......,...............................................................................Young Adult Choir 
 
The Message……………………………………..……………..…………………………………………..Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction 
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