
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and physical 

development of all people. 

 
 

Worship Service of Honor 
Sunday, August 17, 2025 

 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling and First Lady Kim Carrell Sterling 
 

Celebrating twenty-eight years of faithful ministry, including eight  
transformative years of service at Saint John AME Church 

 

Theme: “Still Answering the Call” ~ Isaiah 6:8 
 

Brother Brandon Cleveland, Worship Leader 
 

The Praise & Worship…………………….……….……………..………… The Soul Searchers  
 

The Doxology                                                        AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise 
Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship……………………..………….………..……………..Rev. Xavier Beasley 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the 

Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 
  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I 

would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 
dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the 

courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where 

your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence 

before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be 

acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 
 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise……………..……………..“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning, our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty; 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

Which wert, and art,  and evermore shalt be. 
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Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in power, in love and purity. 

 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty; 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

  
The Invocation……………………..…….………………………..Brother Brandon Cleveland 
 
The Choral Response………………….………………………………..….…“Lord Prepare Me” 
 

Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true. 

And with thanksgiving, 
I’ll be a living sanctuary for You. 

  
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ……………..…………….………………,,,,,,,,,,...…….Brother Ashton Durant 

Isaiah 6:4-8 
 

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man 
of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this 
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”  

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 
 
 



     

New Testament………………………………….……………………………….Sister Selah Carter 
1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 

 
12 We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in 
the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of 
their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, brothers, 
admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them 
all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and to everyone. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench 
the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is 
good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 
 
23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel ……….…….……....…………….…………………..……..……………Sister Dahlia Durant 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
Luke 4:16-21 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to 
read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was written, 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

 
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to 
them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 



     

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Greetings to Visitors…………..Sister Gwendolyn Hardnett 
 
The Occasion…………..….…………………………………………….………………Dr. June Payne 
 
Introduction of the Speaker…………………………………Brother Brandon Cleveland 

 
Daniel Edwards is a church planter with the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, preparing to launch The Way City 
Church in Birmingham in February 2026. A graduate of 
Beeson Divinity School, Daniel has served in pastoral 
ministry for over a decade, including roles at Harvest 
Community Church (PCA) and, most recently, as a church 
planting resident at Church of the Cross (EPC). Prior to 
ministry, Daniel worked as a Clinical lab scientist and 

project manager for several years at UAB. He and his wife (Mwanna) have been 
married for 10 years and have three daughters—Aria (8), Amiyah (5), and Asha, who 
is present with the Lord. Daniel’s heart is to see gospel-centered communities 
flourish in the city of Birmingham for the glory of Christ. 

 

 



     

The Worship through Music........................................................... The Soul Searchers  
 
The Message……....……………..……………………..…………………..PASTOR DANIEL EDWARDS 

LEAD PASTOR, THE WAY CITY CHURCH 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
Presentations to Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling & First Lady Kim Carrell Sterling 
 
Remarks from Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling & First Lady Kim Carrell Sterling 
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, 
He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction 


	The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son,
	and to the Holy Ghost.
	As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
	world without end. Amen, Amen.

