
 
 
 
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order of Worship  

 

Sunday, October 15, 2023 –10:00 am 

 

 
 
The Praise & Worship…………………………….……………………………………………………Music Ministry 
 

 

The Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessing flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
                 Praise Him above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor  
 

708 15 t h Street North ǁ Birmingham, AL 35203 
 

20 t h Sunday after Pentecost  
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The Call to Worship……………………………………………….………………………………Pastor Sterling 

Minister: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord! 
Our feet have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!  

People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, elsewhere, I 
would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell 
in the tents of wickedness.  

Minister:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the 
courts of our God. 

Minister: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place where your 
glory dwells. 

People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence 
before Him. 

Minister:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my Redeemer. 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing praises! 

 
Hymn of Celebration………………………………….… “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior”  

 

Pass me not, O gentle Savior, Hear my humble cry, 

While on others Thou art calling, 

Do not pass me by. 

 

Refrain 

Savior, Savior, Hear my humble cry; 

While on others Thou art calling, 

Do not pass me by. 

 

Let me at Thy  throne of mercy, Find a sweet relief; 

Kneeling there in deep contrition, 

Help my unbelief. 

 

Trusting only in Thy merit, Would I seek Thy face; 

Heal my wounded, broken spirit, 

Save me by Thy grace 



 
 
 
     

The Prayer 
 
Prayer Response…………………………………………………….………………………….………… “He is Lord”  

 

He is Lord, He is Lord! 
He is risen from the dead 

And He is Lord! 
 

Ev’ry knee shall bow, 
Ev’ry tongue confess, 

That Jesus Christ is Lord! 
 
The Scripture……………………………………………………………………………... Brother JaWuan Taylor 

 
Matthew 22:1-14 (ESV) 

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants[a] to call those who were 

invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, 

‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have 

been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 But they paid no 

attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his 

servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops 

and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The 

wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and 

invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants went out into the roads 

and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with 

guests. 11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 

wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 

garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and 

foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

The Introit: 
From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator’s praise arise; Let the Redeemer’s name be 
sung, Through every land by every tongue. 
 
The Summary of the Decalogue:  
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto It; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri     
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22%3A1-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23873a


 
 
 
     

The Pastor’s Words and Greetings to Visitors 
 

The Blessing of the Offertory (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  

 
The Sermonic Selection.....................................................................................................Music Ministry 
 
 

The Message……..………………………………………………………………………..……...…..……Pastor Sterling 
  
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
 
 
The Affirmation of Faith 
  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church Universal, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
 Doxology 
 
The Benediction…………..……………………………..………………………..……………………Pastor Sterling 


	Matthew 22:1-14 (ESV)

