
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 

 

The Praise & Worship………………….……………………..…………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship………………………….….……………………….Pastor Sterling 

Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 
the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise…………….……………………….…….…..“Joy To The World” 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
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Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: 
Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make 
His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the cure is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
  
 The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response………………….……The Saint John AME Church Choir 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament …………….………..……….…..……………..….Sis. Gwen Hardnett 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

7 I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, 
    the praises of the Lord, 

according to all that the Lord has granted us, 
    and the great goodness to the house of Israel 

that he has granted them according to his compassion, 
    according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will not deal falsely.” 



     

    And he became their Savior. 
9 In all their affliction he was afflicted,  

    and the angel of his presence saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

    he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
"This is the Word of the Lord." 

 
New Testament………………………………….….……….……….Sis. Roberta Evans 

Hebrews 2:10-18 
 

10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in 
bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their 
salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who 
are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call 
them brothers, 12 saying, 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 

13 And again, 
“I will put my trust in him.” 

And again, 
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring 
of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every 
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because 
he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel ……….………….….………………….………………...…………Bro. Garry Evans 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
Matthew 2:13-23 

 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to 



     

Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by 
night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I called my son.” 
 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what 
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 
 

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 

19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose 
and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 
he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew 
to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city 
called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, 
that he would be called a Nazarene. 

“May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 



     

The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)    
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
                                                                                  
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors 
 
Baptisms 
 
The Worship through Music...................The Saint John AME Church Choir 

The Message……....……………………..…………..…….…………….. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
 
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……....……….…………………………………..………….. Pastor Sterling 
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