
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
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Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, November 16, 2025 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

The Praise & Worship………………….……………………..…………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship…………………………..….………..……………..Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise……………………………………………………..…..“I’m So Glad” 

 
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me, 
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me, 
I’m so glad Jesus lifted me, 
Singin’ Glory, Hallelujah, 

Jesus lifted me! 
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Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me, 
Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me, 
Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me, 

Singin’ Glory, Hallelujah, 
Jesus lifted me! 

 
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, 

Singin’ Glory, Hallelujah, 
Jesus lifted me! 

 
All praise to God, Jesus lifted me, 
All praise to God, Jesus lifted me, 
All praise to God, Jesus lifted me, 

Singin’ Glory, Hallelujah, 
Jesus lifted me! 

 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response……………….. “When Peace Like A River (It Is Well)” 
 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Refrain 

It is well, with my soul, 
It is well, it is well 

With my soul. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ……………..…………………..….….……..…….Sister Terry Beasley 

Malachi 4:1-2 
  
4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant 
and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, 
says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But 
for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in 
its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……………………………….……………….Brother Joel Bjornstad 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

 
6 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord 
with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how 
you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with 
you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and 
labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of 
you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in 
ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we 
would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not 
eat. 11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, 
but busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the 
Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 
  
13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

Gospel ……….………….….………………………………….…………Sister Linda Young 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

Luke 21:5-19 
  
5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with 
noble stones and offerings, he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the 
days will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that 
will not be thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these 
things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take 
place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in 
my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after 
them. 9 And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these 
things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” 
  
10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines 
and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 12 But 
before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering 
you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors for my name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear 
witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how 
to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered 
up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you 
they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name's 
sake. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will 
gain your lives. 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 
The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
 
 
 



     

The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements and Acknowledgements……………………...Pastor Sterling 
 
The Worship through Music..............................................The Soul Searchers 

The Message……....……………..……………………..………………….. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction 
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