
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 
 
 

The Praise & Worship………………….……………………..…………Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
 



     

The Call to Worship………………………….….……………………….Pastor Sterling 

Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 
the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 

Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 
good. 

 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 
in the courts of our God. 

 

Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 
where your glory dwells. 

 

People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before Him. 

 

Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 
things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 

The Hymn of Praise……………….…..“When Peace Like a River (It Is Well)” 
 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well, 

With my soul. 
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Refrain: 
It is well, (it is well) 

With my soul. (with my soul) 
It is well, it is well 

With my soul. 
 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blessed assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And has shed His own blood for my soul. 

 
My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought, 

My sin, not in part but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh my soul! 
 

And Lord haste the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, 
“Even so,” it is well with my soul. 

  
The Invocation 
 

The Choral Response…………………………….…….….…….“Lead Me, Guide Me” 
 

Lead me, guide me 
Along the way; 

For if you lead me, 
I cannot stray; 

 
Lord, let me walk 

Each day with Thee. 
Lead me, Oh Lord, 

Lead me. 
 
 
 
 
 



     

The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 

Old Testament …………….……..………….…..……………..Brother Joel Bjornstad 
Psalm 15 

 
15 O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? 

    Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

    and speaks truth in his heart; 
3 who does not slander with his tongue 

    and does no evil to his neighbor, 
    nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 

4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
    but who honors those who fear the Lord; 

who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5 who does not put out his money at interest 

    and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never be moved. 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament………………………………….….………...Sister Cortney Carter  
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 



     

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according 
to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 

Gospel ……….………….………………….………………….………Brother Chaz Carter 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

Matthew 5:1-12 
 
5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
 
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 

 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. 

“May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 
 
 

 



     

AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 
From all that dwell below the skies,  

Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 

 

The Decalogue (Contemporary)…………………………………..Pastor Sterling  
 
Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord 

your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no 
other gods but me. 

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.  
 

Minister: You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your  

God. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 

Minister: Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: Honor your father and your mother. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not commit murder. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not commit adultery. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not steal. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
Minister: You shall not be a false witness. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 

 



     

The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)    
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
                                                                                  
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors 
 
Black History Month Presentation: “Over 160 Years Free”…………………… 
                                         Theatre Production Ministry 
 
The Worship through Music......................The Saint John AME Mass Choir 

The Message……....………………..……..…………..…….…………….. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Communion Hymn………..….“There Is a Fountain Filled With Blood” 
 

Communion Elevation………………………..………. “There's a Balm in Gilead” 
                                                                                             (arr. Adolphus Hailstork) 
  
The Solicitation    
 
The General Confession  
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all 
men, we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which 
we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word, and 
deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and 
indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have 
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past and grant that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
 



     

The First Collect  
 

The Second Collect 
 

The Prayer of Adoration  
 

The Prayer of Humiliation   
 

The Prayer of Consecration  
 

The Elements  
 

The Prayer  
 

Postlude……………………………………“I've Got a Robe!” (arr. Robert Powell) 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
 

Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……....……….…………………………………..………….. Pastor Sterling 
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