God Our Ffather, Christ Our Redeemer, Boly Spirit Our Comforter,
BHumankind Our JFamily

Saint John AHE Chureh

708 15t Street North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady

Mission
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and
physical development of all people.
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Sunday, January 4, 2026

Second Sunday after Christmas

The Praise & Worship.......c.oo s s s s s ssssns snsss sns e e MUSic Ministry

The Doxology AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.




The Call to Worship.......cccoiineernsnesenssnss s s s e

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

The Hymn of Praise........ccvvimin s ssnssnses sersnsns snses snsans

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of
the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O
Jerusalem!

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand,
elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, [ will seek your
good.

They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish
in the courts of our God.

O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place
where your glory dwells.

But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep
silence before Him.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my
Redeemer.

O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous
things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing
praises!

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
[ once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

o Pastor Sterling

v AMazing Grace”




‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace, my fears, relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
[ have already come;
‘Tis grace, hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word, my hope, secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.

When we’ve been there, ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God'’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

The Invocation
The Choral Response.............cccesssueeeee. The Saint John AME Church Choir
The Scripture Lesson (s)

Old Testament .........cccccevvnrmnnnemr s sess s e ser s v e e iSt€r Anne Michel
Psalm 147:12-20
12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
13For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
14He makes peace in your borders;
he fills you with the finest of the wheat.
15He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.

16 He gives snow like wool;
he scatters frost like ashes.




17He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs;
who can stand before his cold?
18 He sends out his word, and melts them;
he makes his wind blow and the waters flow.
19He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and rules to Israel.
20He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his rules.
Praise the Lord!
"This is the Word of the Lord."

New Testament..........c.ccccussiererinsinser serensesans e Brother Nicholas Young
Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *even as
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and blameless before him. In love >he predestined us for adoption to himself
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, ¢to the
praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us,
in all wisdom and insight ®making knownto us the mystery of his
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 1%as a plan for the
fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on
earth in him.

11]n him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according
to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ
might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed
with the promised Holy Spirit, 1*who isthe guarantee of our inheritance
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
"The Word of God for the people of God."




GOSpel .. e e e e S1STET LInda Young
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)

John 1:1-9
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was

life, and the life was the light of men. > The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.”He came as
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through
him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
“May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word."

AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.

The Decalogue (Contemporary).........cocssrsersnsenssss s seennn e Pastor Sterling

Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: [ am the Lord
your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no
other gods but me.

People:  Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister:  You shall not make for yourself any idol.
People:  Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister:  You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your
God.
People:  Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
People:  Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Honor your father and your mother.




People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not commit murder.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister:  You shall not commit adultery.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not steal.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister: You shall not be a false witness.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister:  You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen

Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors

The Worship through Music......c..cssusuee The Saint John AME Church Choir

The MeSSage....ccmnininnsmrnnsmssnanssmssssns s snssssss e s ssnsee e PASEOr Sterling
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship

The Communion Hymn............... “There Is a Fountain Filled With Blood”

Communion Elevation...........ccccevveesee vnrvneneee - O Little Town of Bethlehem”
arranged by Robert Hobby
The Solicitation

The General Confession




Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all
men, we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which
we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word, and
deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and
indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for
these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past and grant that we may ever
hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

The First Collect

The Second Collect

The Prayer of Adoration
The Prayer of Humiliation
The Prayer of Consecration
The Elements

The Prayer

Postlude.........cceceerervir e snnnnnenn e Carol Miniature on See the Eastern Star”
by Micheal Burkhart

The Apostles’ Creed

[ believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Doxology (Contemporary)

Benediction.......ccc i ieerins e sersnn s s e s s s s e e e Pastor Sterling
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