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Sunday, March 1, 2026 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 



     

 

The Call to Worship………………………….….……………………….Pastor Sterling 

Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 
the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 

Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 
good. 

 

People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 
in the courts of our God. 

 

Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 
where your glory dwells. 

 

People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before Him. 

 

Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 
things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 

The Hymn of Praise………………………..…..“Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross” 
 

Jesus, keep me near the cross; 
There a precious fountain, 

Free to all, a healing stream, 
Flows from Calvary’s mountain. 

 
Refrain 

In the cross, in the cross, Be my glory ever, 
Till my raptured soul shall find, Rest beyond the river. 
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Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
Love and mercy found me; 

There the bright and morning star 
Sheds its beams around me. 

 
Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 

bring its scenes before me; 
help me walk from day to day 

with its shadow o'er me. 
 

Near the cross, I’ll watch and wait, 
Hoping, trusting ever, 

Till I reach the golden strand 
Just beyond the river. 

  
The Invocation 
 

The Choral Response………….… The Saint John AME Church Mass Choir 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 

Old Testament ………………….……..………….…..…….………..Sister Anne Michel 
Genesis 12:1-4 

 

12 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and 

your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you 

a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 

you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

  
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram 

was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

 
 
 
 



     

 

New Testament……………..…………….….………...Brother Marcus X. Reynolds 
Romans 4:13-17 

 
13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the 
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no 
law there is no transgression. 
 
16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law 
but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 
all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 

Gospel ……….………….……….………………….………Rev. Dr. Patricia A. Outlaw 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

John 3:1-17 
 

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 
do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be 
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but 
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 
him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 
things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I 



     

 

have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life.  
 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 

“May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 
From all that dwell below the skies,  

Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 

 

The Decalogue (Contemporary)…………………………………..Pastor Sterling  
 
Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: I am the Lord 

your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no 
other gods but me. 

People: Amen, Lord, have mercy.  
 

Minister: You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your  

God. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 

Minister: Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: Honor your father and your mother. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not commit murder. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 



     

 

Minister: You shall not commit adultery. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not steal. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not be a false witness. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 
Minister: You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
People: Amen, Lord, have mercy. 
 

 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)    
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
                                                                                  
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors 
 
The Worship through Music........The Saint John AME Church Mass Choir 

The Message……....………………..……..…………..…….………………Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Communion Hymn………..….“There Is a Fountain Filled With Blood” 
 

Communion Elevation…………..……..…………“Moderato” by Florence Price 
  
The Solicitation    
 
The General Confession  
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all 
men, we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which 
we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word, and 
deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and 



     

 

indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for 
these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have 
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past and grant that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
The First Collect  
 

The Second Collect 
 

The Prayer of Adoration  
 

The Prayer of Humiliation   
 

The Prayer of Consecration  
 

The Elements  
 

The Prayer  
 

Postlude………………………………..……………………“Theodora” by G. F. Händel 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
 

Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……....……….…………………………..…………..……….. Pastor Sterling 
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