
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, March 22, 2026 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship…………………………………..……………..Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise…..……………..………….“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  
                                                                                                                   (At The Cross)” 
 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
And did my Sovereign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 
For sinners such as I? 
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Refrain 
At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, 

&, the burden of my heart rolled away, 
It was there by faith I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day. 
 

Was it for crimes that I had done 
He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 

 
Well, might the sun in darkness hide 

And shut his glories in, 
When Christ the mighty Maker died 

For man, the creatures sin. 
 

But drops of grief can ne’er repay 
The debt of love, I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away; 
‘Tis all that I can do. 

 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response…….......………….………“The Angels Keep A-Watchin’” 
 

All night, all day, 
The angels keep a-watchin’ over me, 

My Lord! 
 

All night, all day, 
The angels keep a-watchin’ over me! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ……………..…….......………..…..…….Sister Kim Carrell Sterling 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

37 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of 
bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very 
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he 
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, 
you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to 
them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And 
I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.” 
 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in 
them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood 
on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
 
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed 
cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: 
Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my 
people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have 
spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

 



     

New Testament……….…………………..….…………………..…………Dr. June Payne 
Romans 8:6-11 

 
6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
 
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel ……….…………...……………….………….……Sister Larntenia Armstrong 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
John 11:32-45 

 
32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 
saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And 
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept 
this man from dying?” 
 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has 
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 
me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had 
said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The 
man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, 



     

and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors 
 
The Worship through Music.................. The Saint John AME Church Choir  

The Message……………………..……………..……………..…………….Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction 


	The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son,
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