
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2026 
 

Order of Worship 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship…………………………………..……………..Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise………….………………“We Are Often Tossed and Driven    
                                                                 (We’ll Understand It Better By and By)” 
 

We are often tossed and driven, On the restless sea of time, 
Somber skies and howling tempests oft succeed a bright sunshine, 

In that land of perfect day, When the mists have rolled away, 
We will understand it better by and by. 
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Refrain 
By and by, when the morning comes 

All the saints of God are gathered home, 
We’ll tell the story how we’ve overcome, 

For we’ll understand it better by & by. 
 

We are often destitute of the things that life demands, 
Want of food and want of shelter, thirsty hills , and barren lands, 

We are trusting in the Lord, and according to His word, 
We will understand it better by and by. 

 
Trials dark on every hand, and we cannot understand, 

All the ways that God would lead us to that blessed Promised Land, 
But He guides us with His eye and we’ll follow till we die, 

For we’ll understand it better by and by. 
 

Temptations, hidden snares often take us unawares, 
And our hearts are made to bleed for a thoughtless word or deed, 

And we wonder why the test when we try to do our best, 
But we’ll understand it better by & by. 

 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response…………………..…………………………“Alpha and Omega” 
 

You are Alpha and Omega, 
We worship you our Lord 

You are worthy to be praised!  
(Repeat this section) 

 
We give You all the glory. 

We worship You our Lord, 
You are worthy to be praised! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



     

The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ……………..……...….………..………..…..…….Sister Shirley Bailey 

Exodus 17:1-7 

 

17 All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness 

of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the 

people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses 

said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But 

the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses 

and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 

and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do 

with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 And the Lord said to 

Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of 

Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 

go. 6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall 

strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And 

Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of 

the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of 

Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or 

not?” 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……….……….…………………..………….Sister Andrea Atkinson 
Romans 5:1-11 

 
5 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us. 
 



     

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for 
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we 
have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 
we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel ……….………….….……....……………….………….……Sister Yolonda Carter 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
John 4:7-14 

 

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from 
me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever 
drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water 
that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.”  

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
 



     

The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors 
 
The Worship through Music...................................... The Young Adult Choir 

The Message……………………..…………………………..…………….. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction 
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