
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, April 26, 2026 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship…………………….……..……………..Brother Shaun Barnes 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise……………………....“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, 
purchase of God, 
Born of His spirit, 

washed in His blood. 
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Refrain 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the long; 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above 

Echoes of mercy, 
whispers of love. 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 
 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response…………………..………………..……….. The Soul Searchers 
 
The Scripture Lesson (s)  
 
Old Testament ……………..………………..……….…..…..…….Sister Valencia King 

Psalm 23 
 

23 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters.  
3     He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness 
    for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
    I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 



     

you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
    forever.  

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament………………….…..……………..………….Brother Frank Roscoe 
Acts 2:42-47 

 
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe[a] came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And 
all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they 
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 

Gospel ……….………….……..……....………..………………….……Sister Doris Hardy 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

John 10:1-10 
 
10 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door 
but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who 
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper 
opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, 
and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not 
follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
 
7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did 
not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A42-47%3B%20Psalm%2023%3B%201%20Peter%202%3A19-25%3B%20John%2010%3A1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26981a


     

and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue  (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)………..………………… 

Brother Shaun Barnes 
  

All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
 
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors 
 
The Worship through Music..............................................The Soul Searchers 

The Message………………………………………………Brother Brandon Cleveland 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction 


	The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son,
	and to the Holy Ghost.
	As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
	world without end. Amen, Amen.

