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God Our Ffather, Christ Our Redeemer, Boly Spirit Our Comforter,
BHumankind Our JFamily

Saint John AHE Chureh

708 15t Street North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady

flission
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and
physical development of all people.
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Sunday, May 10, 2026

Sixth Sunday of Easter

The Praise & Worship.......c.cv v vvrenn s snssssnsessnn s s s sse snn e MUS1C Ministry
The Doxology AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

\‘_ o))

@ )




The Call to Worship.......c.cc e ver v iss s v snsse e e e Pastor Sterling

Leader: [ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of
the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O
Jerusalem!

People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand,
elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your
good.

People:  They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish
in the courts of our God.

Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place
where your glory dwells.

People: But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep
silence before Him.

Leader: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my
Redeemer.

People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous
things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing
praises!

The Hymn of Praise..........c.ccvnrrsnrcnn s i snssssssssensnnnne . 10 GOd Be the Glory”

To God be the glory, great things He hath done;
So loved He the world that He gave us His son,
Who yielded His life and atonement for sin,
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.




Refrain
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
But purer, and higher, and greater will be
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

The Invocation
The Choral Response...........ccccvsssesassssssssensesen e Th€ Young Adult Choir
The Scripture Lesson (s)

Old Testament .......c.cccevimrems s mserems s s s s e e e 3iSter Shirley Bailey
Psalm 66:8-20
8Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
9who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
10For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
11You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
12you let men ride over our heads;

we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.




13] will come into your house with burnt offerings;
[ will perform my vows to you,
l4that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
15T will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
[ will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah
16 Come and hear; all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.
171 cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.
181f [ had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
19 But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
20Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me.
"This is the Word of the Lord."

New Testament..........cccocce v vrnsnn s v sn s v v sne e SisSter Dawn Thomas
Acts 17:22-31

22S0 Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I
perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as | passed along and
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this
inscription: ‘To the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown,
this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it,
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made
from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their
dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for

“In him we live and move and have our being’;

as even some of your own poets have said,

“For we are indeed his offspring.’




29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is
like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all
people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

"The Word of God for the people of God."

Gospel ......ccennne .. Sister Larntenia Armstrong
(Please stand for the readlng of the Gospel)
John 14:15-21

I5“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 1 And [ will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper,to be with you
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you
and will be in you.

18“T will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 1°Yet a little while and
the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also
will live. 20In that day you will know that [ am in my Father, and you in me,
and I in you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who
loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him
and manifest myself to him.”

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word."

The Preface to the Decalogue

AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.

The Decalogue (Summary)

Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.




The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen

Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors

The Worship through Music..........cocvnnsnsnnensnsnienanns The Young Adult Choir

The MesSsage........cocumi s s s s s s s s s s s e e e £AStOr Sterling
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship
The Apostles’ Creed

[ believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Doxology (Contemporary)

Benediction
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