
     

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, June 28, 2026 
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

The Call to Worship…………………..……………………………..Pastor Sterling 
PSALM 63 

  
Leader: O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth  

for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is. 
 
People: To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the 

sanctuary. 
 
Leader: Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall  

praise thee. 
 
People: Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in 

thy name. 
 
ALL: I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise shall continually 

be in my mouth.   Praise ye the Lord! 

The Hymn of Praise…………………………..….“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
                       (At The Cross)” 
 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 
And did My Sovereign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 

 
 

Refrain 
At the cross, at the cross 

Where I first saw the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled away, 

It was there by faith 
I received my sight, 

And now I am happy all the day. 
 

Was it for crimes that I had done 
He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor  
 

708 15 t h Street North ǁ Birmingham, AL 35203 
 

20 t h Sunday after Pentecost  

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church 
 

Rev. Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor  
 

708 15 t h Street North ǁ Birmingham, AL 35203 
 

20 t h Sunday after Pentecost  



     

 
Well, might the sun and darkness hide, 

And shut his glories, 
When Christ the mighty Maker died 

For man, the creatures sin. 
 

But drops of grief can 
ne’er repay 

The debt of love, I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away; 

‘Tis all that I can do. 
 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response………………........................“Lord Keep Me Day by Day” 
 

Lord keep me day by day 
In a pure and perfect way. 

I want to live, I want to live on 
In a building not made by hand. 

 
Lord, keep my body strong 
So that I can do no wrong 

Lord, give me grace 
Just to run this Christian race 

To a building not made by hand. 
 

I’m just a stranger here 
Traveling through this barren land 

Lord, I know, there’s a building, a building somewhere 
A building not made by hand. 

 
The Scripture Lesson(s)  
 
Old Testament …………….…..……………..……….…..…..…….Sister Anne Michel 

Psalm 13 
 

13 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 



     

2 How long must I take counsel in my soul 
    and have sorrow in my heart all the day? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 
3 Consider and answer me, O Lord my God; 

    light up my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death, 
4 lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” 

    lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken. 
5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love; 
    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 

6 I will sing to the Lord, 
because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 

New Testament………..……….…..………..……..…….Sister Kim Carrell Sterling 
Romans 6:12-23 

 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its 
passions. 13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace. 
 
15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? 
By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone 
as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, 
which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 
thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient 
from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were 
committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural 
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present 
your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 
 
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the 
things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is 
death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 



     

slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal 
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 
Gospel ……….……………..……….……..…………....……………Sister Megan Spears 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
Matthew 10:40-42 

 
40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives 
him who sent me. 41 The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet 
will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who receives a righteous person 
because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's 
reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold 
water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his 
reward.” 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
 
 
The Decalogue (Summary) 
 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 



     

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 
        …………….Brother Shaun Barnes 
 
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors 
       …………….Brother Brandon Cleveland    
 
The Worship through Music............................................The Saint John Choir 
 

The Message…………………………………….……….………………..… Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……………………………………..………………………..… Pastor Sterling 
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