
     

 

God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 
 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

 

The Call to Worship…………………..…………………………………Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise…………………………………………..……………..…..“By and By  
                                                                         (We Are Often Tossed and Driven)” 
 

We are often tossed and driv’n 
On the restless sea of time. 

Somber skies and howling tempests oft succeed a bright sunshine. 
In that land of perfect day, 

When the mists have rolled away, 
We will understand it better by and by. 
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Refrain 
By and by when the morning comes, 

All the saints of God are gathered home, 
We will tell the story how we’ve overcome; 

For we’ll understand it better by and by. 
 

We are often destitute of the things that life demands, 
Want of food and want of shelter, thirsty hills and barren lands, 

We are trusting in the Lord, 
And according to His Word, 

We will understand it better by and by. 
 

Trials dark on ev’ry hand, 
And we cannot understand, 

All the ways that God would lead us to that blessed Promised Land. 
But He guides us with His eye 

And we’ll follow till we die, 
For we’ll understand it better by and by. 

 
Temptations, hidden snares often take us unawares. 

And our hearts are made to bleed for some thoughtless word of deed, 
And we wonder why the test when we try to do our best, 

But we’ll understand it better by and by. 
 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response…………………..…........................The Young Adult Choir 
 
The Scripture Lesson(s)  
 
 
Old Testament …………..……...…......…..…..…….Brother Brandon Cleveland 

Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 



     

 

    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12 “For you shall go out in joy 
    and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall break forth into singing, 

    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……….....…….…..………..………..………….Sister Valencia King 
Romans 8:1-11 

 
8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the 
law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh 
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the 
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's 
law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
 



     

 

Gospel.………….….……………..……….……..…………….……Brother Shaun Barnes 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

Matthew 13:18-23 
 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As 
for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures 
for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this 
is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 



     

 

Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors  
   
The Worship through Music.......................................The Young Adult Choir 

The Message…………………………………………………...………..…. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……………………………………..……………………….……Pastor Sterling 
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