
God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 
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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, July 19, 2026 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

2 
 

The Call to Worship…………………..…………………………………Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise…………………………….……………..…..“Blessed Assurance 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His spirit, washed in His blood. 
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Refrain 
This is my story, 
This is my song, 

Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, 
This is my song. 

Praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending, 
Bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, 
Whispers of love. 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with his goodness, lost in His love. 
 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response…………………..………….................... The Soul Searchers 
 
The Scripture Lesson(s)  
 
Old Testament …………..………………...…......…..…..…….Sister Gwen Hardnett 

Genesis 28:10-19 
 

10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain 
place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the 
stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to 
sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and 
said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The 
land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west 
and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your 
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offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you 
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For 
I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob 
awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not 
know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
 
18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head 
and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the name 
of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……….....…….…..….…..………..………….Sister Yolonda Carter 
Romans 8:12-25 

  
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by 
the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in 
order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in 
the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope 
we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 
he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
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Gospel.………….….……………..……….……..……………….……Sister Jowanna Long 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

Matthew 13:36-43 
  
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to 
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is 
the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the 
sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The 
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the 
weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 



     

6 
 

Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors  
   
The Worship through Music............................................. The Soul Searchers 
 
The Message…………………………………………………...………..…. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……………………………………..……………………….……Pastor Sterling 
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