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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
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The Call to Worship…………………..…………………………………Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 
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The Hymn of Praise……………………..“Time Is Filled With Swift Transition  
    (Hold To God’s Unchanging Hand)” 

 
Time is filled with swift transition, 

Naught of earth unmoved can stand, 
Build your hopes on things eternal, 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 
 

Refrain 
Hold to His hand, 

God’s unchanging hand; 
Hold to His hand, 

God’s unchanging hand; 
Build your hopes on things eternal; 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 
 

Trust in Him who will not leave you, 
Whatsoever years may bring; 
If by earthly friends forsaken, 
Still more closely to Him cling. 

 
Covet not this world’s vain riches, 

That so rapidly decay; 
Seek to gain the heavenly treasures: 

They will never pass away. 
 

When your journey is completed, 
If to God you have been true, 

Fair and bright the home in glory 
Your enraptured soul will view. 

 
The Invocation………………………………..…………Brother Brandon Cleveland 
 
The Choral Response…………………..…Saint John AME  Church Mass Choir 
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The Scripture Lesson(s)  
 
Old Testament …………..………...…......…..…..…….Brother Pierce Alexander 

1 Kings 3:5-12 
 

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 
“Ask what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you 
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And 
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son 
to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do 
not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or 
counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding 
mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for 
who is able to govern this your great people?” 
 
10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, 
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 
riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding 
to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before 
you and none like you shall arise after you. 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……….…..….…..………..………….Brother Roderick Alexander 
Romans 8:26-39 

 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom 
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
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31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, whocan be against 
us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any 
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel.…………..….……………..……….……..……………….……Sister London Davis 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
Matthew 13:44-52 

 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 
and buys that field. 
 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he 
had and bought it. 
 
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and 
sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So 
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he 
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 
of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)  
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 
Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors  
 
Tribute to Sister Deboraha Jackson Harris………….Brother Kweston Hill 
 
Awards Presentation ………………….………….……Sister Kim Carrell Sterling 
            Sister Francesca Roscoe 
   
The Worship through Music............... Saint John AME Church Mass Choir 
 
The Message…………………………….……………………...………..…. Pastor Sterling 
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The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……………………………………..……………………….……Pastor Sterling 
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