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Mission
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and
physical development of all people.

Sunday, August 23,2026

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Praise & Worship.......c.oe v vvrennnis s ssssessns s s s sse snn e e MUSiC Ministry
The Doxology AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.




The Call to Worship.......c e vmneserns s seses s s ssn e

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

The Hymn of Praise.........ccocoevsnvunneransens

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of
the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O
Jerusalem!

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand,
elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, [ will seek your
good.

They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish
in the courts of our God.

O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place
where your glory dwells.

But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep
silence before Him.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my
Redeemer.

O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous
things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing
praises!

I'm so glad Jesus lifted me.

I'm so glad Jesus lifted me.

I'm so glad Jesus lifted me,
singin' Glory, Hallelujah, Jesus lifted me!

. Pastor Sterling

e 1'M SO Glad Jesus Lifted Me”




Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me.

Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me.

Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me,
singin' Glory, Hallelujah, Jesus lifted me!

When [ was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.

When [ was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.

When [ was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singin' Glory, Hallelujah, Jesus lifted me!

When I was a sinner, Jesus lifted me.

When I was a sinner, Jesus lifted me.

When I was a sinner, Jesus lifted me,
singin' Glory, Hallelujah, Jesus lifted me!

The Invocation
The Choral Response.........ccoc v nsssssssmsssssssssssnnns The Soul Searchers
The Scripture Lesson(s)

Old Testament ........ccuueremiemsmnscnn snssansses sesssssss sssss nssnsns snss Sister Vernice Byrd
Psalm 138

138 I give you thanks, O LoRrD, with my whole heart;

before the gods [ sing your praise;

2] bow down toward your holy temple

and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your
faithfulness,
for you have exalted above all things
your name and your word.

30n the day I called, you answered me;
my strength of soul you increased.

4 All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LoRD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth,
5and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,

for great is the glory of the LORD.
6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,
but the haughty he knows from afar.




7Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve my life;
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,
and your right hand delivers me.
8 The LorD will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.
"This is the Word of the Lord."

New Testament.........ccumermmnmnemmnamnn s s Brother Rodney Davidson
Romans 12:1-8

12 [ appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according tothe measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do
not all have the same function, 3so we, though many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members one of another. ¢ Having gifts that differ according
to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our
faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the
one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy,
with cheerfulness.
"The Word of God for the people of God."

GOSPel.....cc vt e e 91STET GWeN Hardnett
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)
Matthew 16:13-20
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some

say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?” 16 Simon Peter

~




replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. 12 [ will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no
one that he was the Christ.
"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word."

The Preface to the Decalogue..................cccsssueeee.. Brother Shaun Barnes

AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.

The Decalogue (Summary)

Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.

The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)
e Brother Shaun Barnes

All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.

Announcements & Acknowledgement of Visitors
«oue e Brother Brandon Cleveland

The Worship through Music........ccuornsnsmnsmnssssssssssssessnnnns The Soul Searchers
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The MeSSage.......ccrmmnnnnnms s s sssass s s s s s e e PAStOr Sterling
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship
The Apostles’ Creed

[ believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. 1 believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Doxology (Contemporary)

Benediction........cccce i iiniir s s ses s s sess s s s s e e e Pastor Sterling
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