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Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

 
 

The Call to Worship…………………..…………………………………Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise…….…………..…..“Time Is Filled With Swift Transition   

    (Hold To God’s Unchanging Hand)” 
 

Time is filled with swift transition, 
Naught of earth unmoved can stand, 
Build your hopes on things eternal, 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 
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Refrain 
Hold to His hand, 

God’s unchanging hand; 
Hold to His hand, 

God’s unchanging hand; 
Build your hopes on things eternal; 

Hold to God’s unchanging hand. 
 

Trust in Him who will not leave you, 
Whatsoever years may bring; 
If by earthly friends forsaken, 
Still more closely to Him cling. 

 
Covet not this world’s vain riches, 

That so rapidly decay; 
Seek to gain the heavenly treasures: 

They will never pass away. 
 

When your journey is completed, 
If to God you have been true, 

Fair and bright the home in glory 
Your enraptured soul will view. 

 
The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response…………………..……........Saint John AME  Church Choir 
 
The Scripture Lesson(s)  
 
Old Testament …………..………………...…......…..…..…….Bro. Marcus Reynolds 

Psalm 105:37-45 
 

37 Then he brought out Israel with silver and gold, 
    and there was none among his tribes who stumbled. 
38 Egypt was glad when they departed, 
    for dread of them had fallen upon it. 
39 He spread a cloud for a covering, 
    and fire to give light by night. 
40 They asked, and he brought quail, 



     

 
 

    and gave them bread from heaven in abundance. 
41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; 
    it flowed through the desert like a river. 
42 For he remembered his holy promise, 
    and Abraham, his servant. 
43 So he brought his people out with joy, 
    his chosen ones with singing. 
44 And he gave them the lands of the nations, 
    and they took possession of the fruit of the peoples' toil, 
45 that they might keep his statutes 
    and observe his laws. 
Praise the LORD! 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……………………...........………..………..………….Sis. Anne Michel 
Philippians 1:21-30 

 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, 
that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am 
hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your 
account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you 
all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample 
cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
 
27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of 
the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a 
clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from 
God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should 
not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the 
same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
 
 
 
 



     

 
 

Gospel.………….….…………………..……….……..…………….……Bro. Joel Bjornstad 
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 

Matthew 20:1-16 
 
20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out 
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give 
you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, 
he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They 
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the 
last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, 
each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they 
thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a 
denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 
house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did 
you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I 
choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue…………..…………… Bro. Brandon Cleveland    
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 



     

 
 

neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)……….Bro. Brandon Cleveland     

All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 
Announcements/Acknowledgement of Visitors……....Bro. Brandon Cleveland    
 
The Worship through Music..........................Saint John AME  Church Choir 

The Message…………………………………………………...………..…. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……………………………………..……………………….……Pastor Sterling 
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