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fMlission
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and
physical development of all people.

Sunday, September 27,2026

Cighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Praise & Worship.........ccccermnenms s snn s ssssns s s sss ann e MUSic Ministry
The Doxology AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.




The Call to Worship.......ccouverumrmmmsnamrcnn s s ssesasses s

Leader:

e Pastor Sterling

Beloved, let us gather as the people of God, lifting our hearts in
unity and our voices in praise.

People: For the Lord is good, and His mercy endures forever.

Leader: As the priests stood sanctified, and as the singers lifted one
sound, the glory of the Lord filled the house.

People: We come today with one heart, one voice, and one purpose
— to welcome the presence of the living God.

Leader: Let us prepare our hearts, consecrate our spirits, and open our
mouths in worship.

People: Lord, fill this house with Your glory.

Leader:  Come, Holy Spirit. Rest upon Your people.

People:  For we desire Your presence more than anything else.

Together: Let us worship the Lord, whose glory fills the house and
whose presence transforms every life

The Hymn of Praise.............. “My God Is Real (There Are Some Things)”

There are some things [ may not know,
There are some places [ may not go,
But I am sure of this one thing,
That God is real for I can feel Him deep within.

Refrain
Yes, God is real, real in my soul

Yes God is real, for He has washed and made me whole;

His love for me is like pure gold
Yes, God is real, for I can feel Him in my soul.




Some folks may doubt, some folks may scorn,
All can desert and leave me alone,
But as for me, I'll take God’s part

For God is real, and I can feel Him in my heart.

I cannot tell just how you felt
When Jesus took your sins away,
But since that day, yes, since that hour
God has been real for I can feel, His holy pow'r.

The Invocation
The Choral Response.............cccevvrmnsssssnnsnssessses e L@ Soul Searchers
The Scripture Lesson(s)

Old Testament ........cccumremmmameemnsm s snsss sssssssss sesss sasss sn sas Sis. Evelyn Beasley
Psalm 78:1-4

78 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
21 will open my mouth in a parable;
[ will utter dark sayings from of old,
3 things that we have heard and known,
that our fathers have told us.
4We will not hide them from their children,
but tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might,
and the wonders that he has done.
"This is the Word of the Lord."

New Testament..........ccccummnenermnsvns e sas snssssns v ssesens Sis. Kim Carrell Sterling
Philippians 2:1-13

2 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by
being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his




own interests, but also to the interests of others. >Have this mind among
yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ¢ who, though he was in the form
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. ? Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 1°so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in
my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to
work for his good pleasure.

"The Word of God for the people of God."

Gospel.....cc i s DT June Payne
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)
Matthew 21:23-32

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered
them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I
also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 2> The baptism of John,
from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it
among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why
then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of
the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I do these things.

28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 22 And he answered, ‘I will not,” but
afterward he changed his mind and went. 39 And he went to the other son and
said the same. And he answered, ‘1 will, sir,” but did not go. 31 Which of the
two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom

¢



of God before you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed
him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds
and believe him.

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word."

The Preface to the Decalogue...................evereee... Bro. Brandon Cleveland

AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies
From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.

The Decalogue (Summary)

Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.

The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent).......... Bro. Brandon Cleveland
All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.

Announcements/Acknowledgement of Visitors................... Bro. Shaun Barnes
The Worship through Music........c.cocenernnnne Saint John AME Church Choir
The MeSSage.......ccournmmmr i mssnmmssss s s s s sss s ssssss e e e PAStOr Sterling




The Invitation to Christian Discipleship

The Apostles’ Creed

[ believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Doxology (Contemporary)

Benediction..........ccovimnnisnn s s s s s s s s s s e P@stor Sterling
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