
God Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, Holy Spirit Our Comforter, 

Humankind Our Family 
 

Saint John AME Church 
708 15th Street North 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
The Reverend Dr. Ronald D. Sterling, Pastor || Sister Kim C. Sterling, First Lady 

 

Mission  
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and 

physical development of all people. 

 
 

Sunday, October 11, 2026 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

The Praise & Worship……………….……….………………………….Music Ministry 
 

The Doxology                                         AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



     

 
 

The Call to Worship…………………..…………………………………Pastor Sterling 
 
Leader: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem! 

  
People:  For a day in your courts is better than a thousand, 

elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  

 
Leader:  For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your 

good. 
 
People: They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish 

in the courts of our God. 
 
Leader: O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place 

where your glory dwells. 
 
People:  But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 

silence before Him. 
 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, 

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my 
Redeemer. 

 
People: O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous 

things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing 
praises! 

 
The Hymn of Praise……………………...…………………..…..“O How I Love Jesus” 
 

There is a name I love to hear,  
I love to sing its worth;  

it sounds like music in my ear,  
the sweetest name on earth. 
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Refrain: 
O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus,  
O how I love Jesus,  

because he first loved me! 
 

2 It tells me of a Savior's love,  
who died to set me free;  

it tells me of his precious blood,  
the sinner's perfect plea. [Refrain] 

 
3 It tells of one whose loving heart  

can feel my deepest woe;  
who in each sorrow bears a part  

that none can bear below. [Refrain] 
 

The Invocation 
 
The Choral Response…………………..…........................The Young Adult Choir 
 
The Scripture Lesson(s)  
 
Old Testament …………..………………….…...…......…..…..…….Sis. Terry Beasley 

Psalm 106:1-6 
  

106 Praise the Lord! 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Who can utter the mighty deeds of the Lord, 

or declare all his praise? 
3 Blessed are they who observe justice, 

who do righteousness at all times! 
 

4 Remember me, O Lord, when you show favor to your people; 
help me when you save them, 

5 that I may look upon the prosperity of your chosen ones, 
that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation, 

that I may glory with your inheritance. 
 



     

 
 

6 Both we and our fathers have sinned; 
we have committed iniquity; we have done wickedness. 

"This is the Word of the Lord." 
 

New Testament……….....................…..………..………..………….Sis. Vernice Byrd 
Philippians 4:1-9 

  
1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 
 
2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I ask you 
also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with 
me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, 
whose names are in the book of life. 
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice 
these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

"The Word of God for the people of God." 
 
Gospel.………….…………….……………..………..…………….……Bro. Joel Bjornstad 

(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel) 
Matthew 22:1-14 

  
1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 
and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but 
they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who 
are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have 
been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 But 



     

 
 

they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 
6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 
7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads 
and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants 
went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and 
good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 
11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who 
had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king 
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For 
many are called, but few are chosen.” 

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word." 
 

The Preface to the Decalogue  
 
AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

From all that dwell below the skies,  
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue. 
 
The Decalogue (Summary) 
Hear what Christ our Savior saith, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto It; Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. 
 
The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, 

 and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent  

All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen. 
 



     

 
 

Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors  
   
The Worship through Music.......................................The Young Adult Choir 

The Message…………………………………………………...………..…. Pastor Sterling 
 
The Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen      
  
Doxology (Contemporary) 
 
Benediction……………………………………..……………………….……Pastor Sterling 
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