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Mission
Saint John's mission is to "love God and love others" by ministering to the social, spiritual, and
physical development of all people.

Sunday, October 4, 2026

Pineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Praise & Worship.......c.oe v vvnenn s s ssssessnn s s s ssesnn e MUS1C Ministry

The Doxology AMEC Hymn No. 647 [Tune: Old 100]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.




The Call to Worship

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

[ was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of
the Lord! Our feet have been standing within your gates, O
Jerusalem!

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand,
elsewhere, I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, [ will seek your
good.

They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish
in the courts of our God.

O Lord, I love the habitation of your house, and the place
where your glory dwells.

But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep
silence before Him.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock, and my
Redeemer.

O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous
things! Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, sing
praises!

The Hymn of Praise..........cs e ssnsersnsenn e “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed

(At The Cross)”

Alas! And did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as I?




Refrain
At the cross, at the cross
Where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith
I received my sight,
And now I am happy all the day.

Was it for crimes that [ had done
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!
And love beyond degree!

Well, might the sun and darkness hide,
And shut his glories,
When Christ the mighty Maker died
For man, the creatures sin.

But drops of grief can
ne’er repay
The debt of love I owe;
Here, Lord, I give myself away;
‘Tis all that I can do.

The Invocation
The Choral ReSponse........cccumremimms s s s s ssssss sensnnnnnennns - J€SUS, J€sus, Jesus”

The Scripture Lesson (s)

Old Testament .......cccouveuerunsemmmmsns senssssnnsses s ssnsass snsnesssssans sess Sis. Terry Beasley
Psalm 19

1 The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.

3 There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.




* Their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,
>which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes;
9 the fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever;
the rules of the Lord are true,
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

12Who can discern his errors?
Declare me innocent from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me!
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
"This is the Word of the Lord."




New Testament................ veeeee e e 91S. ANNe Michel

Philippians 3:4-14

4though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else
thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised
on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢ as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness under the law,[a] blameless. 7 But whatever gain [ had, |
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ ® and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 19 that I may know him
and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming
like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that | have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I
do not consider that | have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 [ press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

"The Word of God for the people of God."

GOSPEl ... e e e e e O1S. RENAY PicKett
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)
Matthew 21:33-46

33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower
and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 3* When the season
for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 3> And
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. 3¢ Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the
same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my
son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the

heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 3° And they took him and
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When therefore the owner

~




of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to
other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
perceived that he was speaking about them. #¢ And although they were
seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a
prophet.

"May the Lord bless the hearers and doers of His Word."

AMEC Hymn No. 69 From All That Dwell Below the Skies............. Bro. Shaun Barnes
From all that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator’s praise arise;
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, Through every land, by every tongue.

The Decalogue (Contemporary)

Minister: Hear the commandments of God to his people: | am the Lord
your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no
other gods but me.

People:  Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister:  You shall not make for yourself any idol.
People:  Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Minister:  You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your
God.
People:  Amen, Lord, have mercy.




Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Minister:

People:

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen, Lord, have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen, Lord, have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen, Lord, have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen, Lord, have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen, Lord, have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen, Lord, have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen, Lord, have mercy.

The Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Ministry of Stewardship (Tithes/Offerings/Benevolent)...............Bro. Shaun Barnes

All things come of Thee, O Lord; and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen

Announcements, Acknowledgements and Visitors................Bro. Brandon Cleveland

The Worship through Music........ The Saint John AME Church Mass Choir

The MeSSage.....ccooimnrerrrsireserrs s e sersssns ns sns sasnn s Rev. Dr. Patricia A. Outlaw

The Invitation to Christian Discipleship




The Communion Hymn.........c.cuceuue. “Medley (I Know a Fount, The Blood
Will Never Lose Its Power, & My Tribute)”
arr. Mary Ellen Kerrick

Communion Elevation........cccccominnnansennes “Jesus, Keep me Near the Cross”
(arr. Robert Powell)

The Solicitation

The General Confession

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all
men, we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which
we from time to time most grievously have committed by thought, word, and
deed against Your divine Majesty, provoking most justly Your wrath and
indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and are heartily sorry for
these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. Have
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, for Your Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past and grant that we may ever
hereafter serve and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
Your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

The First Collect

The Second Collect

The Prayer of Adoration
The Prayer of Humiliation
The Prayer of Consecration
The Elements

The Prayer

| 011 o L1 U RN 14 - €70 - B 240) 0 [
arr. Robert Powell




The Apostles’ Creed

[ believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. The third day, He arose from the Dead; He ascended into heaven, and
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Church
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Doxology (Contemporary)

BenNediCtioN . ...cccceeeeeeeerenncnnennsnn enn snn enneeeeee e e e REV. DI Patricia A. Outlaw

©
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